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Foreword
Ranjani Indrajith
Co-Founder, My Chapter One

We believe that every child is unique and each one has their own beautiful story. One of our recent
attempts at My Chapter One, was to kindle our students' imagination by means of creative writing.

So, it all started a few months ago when we began a writing journey with them. We made sure this
journey was fun, exciting and not influenced. With little prompts and exercises, we got their creative
juices flowing. From building characters to defining conflict, we triggered their imagination, and
soon, the characters and stories began to take shape.

Within a few weeks, each child had an amazing story at their hands. The children produced so many
different

types

of

characters

and

stories

–

–

some

were

set

in

imaginary

lands,

some

about

navigating day-to-day life; some stories were witty and clever, while some had complicated plots
(which seasoned writers wouldn’t have thought of); some touched the heart, and some made us
laugh; a few were whimsical too. We fell in love with each of their stories, and decided, this needs to
be read by the world.

We are proud and honoured to have been instrumental in creating this book of short stories by our
talented and super-imaginative young authors.

The Young and Happy Storybook Season 2

is a

collection of 17 short stories from 17 children in the age group of 7 to 14. These children have turned
their experiences and imagination into remarkable short stories; so, go on, and journey with these
children into worlds of magic and fantasy, and friendship and courage!

Until Season 3 of the Young and Happy Storybook!
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THE YOUNG AND HAPPY STORYBOOK - SEASON 2

Chapter 1
Siblings – How opposite in character are they? Bruno and Sara
are siblings. They live in a big house with a big garden. Bruno
likes to spend his time in the garden. Bruno is shy, but he will
always defend people who are being bullied, irrespective of
who is bullying them. Sara is a little proud, but she is kind at
heart. She is very ambitious and wants to become an actress.
Bruno wants to become a writer, and he has won a few awards
in writing.
1
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Bruno likes his class a lot. He is 9 years old, while Sara is 12.
Bruno is often overshadowed by his sister, but he does not
mind because he does not like to be the centre of attention.
Bruno is an introvert while Sara is an extrovert. They are
completely opposite in character, as is the case with most
siblings.
Today is the first day of school. They are in their house, getting
ready. Their house is nice and big. It had four rooms and four
bathrooms. Sara and Bruno sleep together in one room. Their
parents sleep in another room. One room is for guests. Sara
and Bruno play in the last room. Their house has white walls
and a tiled floor.
Sara and Bruno eat breakfast and start walking to school. They
live about 5 minutes away from school. The walk to school is
very nice, and you can hear the birds chirping. You can feel
the wind blowing, and if it was winter, the air would be cool.
As they neared the school, they heard a low babble of chatter.
People were conversing with their friends. It was a pleasant
noise, like the rustling of leaves in the wind.
Bruno liked school, but he never liked the first day of school.
This was because on the first day of school you would be asked
to introduce yourself, and that would mean that everybody’s
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eyes were on him. Sara also liked school because she had a
lot of friends.

Chapter 2
Bruno and Sara waved goodbye to each other and went
to their respective classes. Bruno went to his class, 4B. He
knocked on the door and entered. He stood in the doorway
for a moment, taking in the classroom. His teacher had
decorated the walls with colourful paper. There was a big
poster on the door welcoming everybody to the class and
informing everybody about who all were in the class.

3
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His class was introducing themselves. Bruno was asked to
introduce himself.
“Hello. My name is Bruno and I like to study. I also like to read
books,” said Bruno.
“Thank you, Bruno. That was very nice. Now we are going to
do our first activity. Everybody, please take a sheet of paper
and write your name on it,” said their teacher, Ms Kate.
Everybody took a sheet of paper and wrote their name on it.
“Now, draw a self–portrait for the classroom wall and write
two of your hobbies,” said Ms. Kate. The class did what Ms.
Kate asked them to do, and by the end of the class, the wall
was full of self–portraits.
Sara went to her class, 7D, and knocked on the
classroom door. She went inside her class, where
she was greeted enthusiastically by her friends.
“Hello, Sara! Did you have a good summer?” asked her best
friend, Amanda.
“Yes! I had a nice summer. How about you?” asked Sara,
happy that Amanda was the first person to ask her about her
holidays.
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“Same,” replied Amanda.
“Okay class. It’s nice to see you all greeting each other
enthusiastically. But, for now, can we introduce ourselves?”
asked their teacher, Ms Roane, a little firmly, but still smiling.
“I’ll go first,” said Sara confidently. “My name is Sara and I like
to act. I also like to paint.”
“Thank you, Sara. That was very nice,” said Ms Roane, clapping.
“Anybody else?”
“Yes. Hi, my name is Alan and I like to swim and do horse–
riding,” said Alan.
“Okay, thank you. Now I need to give you all an important
announcement. As you all probably know, we have a school
play every year. If you would like to participate in the auditions,
please tell me right now.”
Sara’s hand shot into the air. Her hand was not the only one.
In the back rows, people were whispering excitedly among
each other.
Ms Roane smiled to see such enthusiasm, nevertheless, she
raised her hand up to stop the chatter.
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“It’s nice to see you all so enthusiastic, but would you all please
keep quiet for a moment or two? I need to note down all of
your names.”
“Ok ma’am,” chorused the class.
After a few minutes, Ms Roane said, “Ok class. Thank you. You
can all go for break now.”
The class left the classroom, and a babble of chatter broke
out. There was a lot of chair scraping, and Ms Roane winced,
saying, “Class! Quietly please!”
Sara moved out of the class gracefully, and was soon lost in
her own thoughts. How nice it would be if she got the lead
role in the play! Her black hair was so thick and nice, and she
maintained it beautifully. All the neighbours admired her hair.
Surely she would get the lead role!
Bruno and Sara went home together after the school day
ended. Sara said bye to her friends, and they set off together.
“How was your first day of school?” asked Sara, smirking.
“It’s none of your business,” snapped Bruno.
In truth, it had gone quite well, thought Bruno. He only had to
introduce himself; then he had listened to everybody else.

6
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Chapter 3
A few days later, in school, Bruno had a test. He prepared well
for it, and he wanted to do well.
When Ms Kate gave the papers, Bruno could literally hear his
heart beating, and he was sure the rest of the class could,
too. The whole room went quiet when Ms Kate said that it was
time to start. After the test, Bruno felt that he had not done
very well. Everybody in the class were discussing answers, but
Bruno did not go over to them and discuss the answers.
Bruno was extremely worried about how he would do in the
test, but he did not want to ask Ms Kate about how he had
fared. One day, a boy in his class asked Ms Kate what the
class average was. Ms Kate said, “A lot of you could have done
much better.” Bruno wondered whether that list included him.
He really hoped not.
A few days later, Bruno got to know his marks. He looked at it,
and just kept staring at it, unable to believe his eyes. He got 10
out of 20, and was 15th in the class! Bruno just sat in silence,
wondering what he could have done wrong.
When he went home that day, Bruno told his parents his marks.
He did not know what they would say, but he hoped that they
wouldn’t scold him. He really had studied hard for the test.
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“It’s okay, Bruno. You can do better next time. Maybe you just
have to work a little harder every day,” his parents told him.
“Yes, I will,” said Bruno, vowing to himself that he would never
ever score this much in a test.
Bruno took his parent’s advice and started studying harder.
He worked on all his homework, and then revised what he
learnt in school that day.
A few months later, Bruno saw that a new boy named Jim
joined his class. Bruno wanted to ask the boy to be his friend,
but he was too shy to ask him. He then learnt from Sara, who
has lots of friends. Sara is not afraid of asking anybody to be
her friend.
The next day, Bruno went up to the new boy and asked him to
be his friend. The new boy said - “yes”, which was awesome,
thought Bruno. Bruno realised that only if he spoke up
somebody would know what he wanted.
Bruno made friends with Jim, and he was much happier in
school, because it was so nice to have somebody to talk to.
Bruno and Jim had many similar qualities, so they became
friends very quickly.
One day, Bruno asked Jim, “How do you keep track of all your

8
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work?” Jim was good at studies. He generally came within the
top five in the class.
“Oh, that’s easy.” said Jim. “I have a planner where I keep
track of all my work.”
“Do you want to study at my house after school?” asked Bruno.
“Sure,” said Jim.
Bruno learnt a lot about how to improve his grades when Jim
came over. Jim helped him create a structured timetable for
him to follow for his studies. “Do you want to do a paper
together? They usually help me a lot,” said Jim.
“Okay,” said Bruno, grateful that Jim was helping him prepare
better for the tests.
“Thanks, Jim,” said Bruno gratefully, after they had finished
the paper. “No problem,” said Jim.

Chapter 4
Meanwhile, a notice was put up on the school noticeboard
saying, “Auditions for the school play are going to be held
tomorrow.” The next day, Sara went into the audition hall
feeling nervous. It was a most unusual feeling for her. When

9
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her name was called, she looked around. Her best friend,
Amanda, was sitting in the audience. When Sara went onto
the stage, she stood stock still.
“Umm. . . Sara,” called the judge.
Sara was lost in her thoughts. She didn’t reply.
“Sara,” called the judge again.
Sara gave a start and said, “Oh right! I was supposed to be
acting as a villain!”
Sara started acting, but her heart was not in it. She kept
forgetting her lines and doing actions that a villain would
normally not do. After she finished acting, the judges said,
“Well done Sara,” but not in a very enthusiastic way.
Sara was upset. She thought that her performance would
affect her chances of getting the lead role. She had not
acted her part properly, and she knew that, but she didn’t
understand why. She was normally so confident and had
never struggled like this.
Then the judges announced, “There will be another round of
auditions tomorrow, so everybody can have a second chance.
The results will be out two weeks from now.”
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Sara heaved a sigh of relief. At least she would get a second
chance. So her first attempt was not going to ruin her chances.
Sara took help from her best friend, Amanda, who told her
to just become the character whom she is acting as, and not
worry about what anyone else is saying or doing.
“Does it really work?” asked Sara.
“Of course,” said Amanda. “Why would I give you something
that doesn’t work?”
Sara thought for a moment. Amanda had been her best friend
since second grade. She probably wouldn’t give her advice
that wouldn’t work.
“Thank you, Amanda,” said Sara, gratefully.
On the next day of auditions, Sara took Amanda’s advice.
When she went onto the stage, she imagined herself as the
character whom she was supposed to act as. She gave it her
best shot.
For the next two weeks, Sara was nervous – so nervous that
whenever anybody mentioned the school play, she wanted to
escape from that place.
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Two weeks later, the results for the auditions came out. There
was a crowd around the notice board, and people were
peering over other people’s shoulders to check whether they
passed. Sara went over to the list with Amanda, her heart in
her mouth.
“Please, please can you check and tell me whether I got the
lead role?” begged Sara to Amanda.
Amanda looked and told her happily, “It’s okay! You can look.
You got the lead role!”

Chapter 5
Bruno finished the last test of the year. He took his parent’s
advice and prepared very well. He felt he had done well. After
the test, he started cheering with his classmates because
it was the last day of school. In the evening, there was the
school play, and tomorrow was the graduation ceremony.
The actors and actresses worked hard for the school play to
be a success. On the day of the play, Sara was extremely
nervous, and kept asking the theatre teacher whether it was
time for the play. The teacher said, “Calm down, Sara. Just do
your best.”
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When the play started, Sara was so nervous that her hands
were shaking. She peeked out from behind the curtains, and
saw her parents sitting in the front row. She remembered her
friend Amanda’s advice. “Just become the character whom
you are acting as, and don’t worry about what anyone else is
saying or doing.”
Sara suddenly felt more confident. When she went onto the
stage, the audience became very quiet. When the play was
over, the audience started clapping for her. The play was a
huge success!
After the play was over, Sara’s parents came backstage and
congratulated Sara. “You were amazing!” Sara’s parents told
her happily. “The play was amazing!”
The next day, at the graduation ceremony, the head of the
school announced, “Welcome to the graduation ceremony of
grades three to seven!” Everybody started clapping, and the
noise was very loud. The head of the school started giving
a long speech, about how the year was and how everybody
should be one year smarter.
At the end of the ceremony, Bruno got a surprise that he
had not expected. The head of the school announced, “In
the English exam, we got many stories, but the best one was
from. . . Bruno!”
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Bruno was so happy that he had tears of joy glistening in
his eyes. He saw all his teachers sitting in the front row, and
they all waved at him as he passed. “Good for you, Bruno,”
said Jim. When he went onto the stage to collect his award,
everybody in the audience stood up and started clapping.
It was a standing ovation.
Just for him.
Once the graduation ceremony got over, Bruno went to
find Jim in the audience. He spotted him sitting in the front
row, beaming all over his face. “Congratulations, Bruno!”
said Jim happily. “Thank you. And thank you for helping me
so much. I’ve never had a friend like you.” said Bruno. And
then they both walked out of the auditorium together.

The END
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About the Author
Vibha JeYANTHILAL
Vibha lives in Chennai and goes to
APL Global school. She is 13 years
old and is in 8th grade. She has a
twin brother. She likes to swim, draw and read. She doesn’t
like paneer.
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Aruba is a melting pot of culture and it is filled with tourists and
locals bustling with joy. The first time I visited Aruba it wasn’t
a very sweet experience but rather sour like a gooseberry.
The moment I landed from my crowded plane, the sunny Aruba
was like the Alaskan winter, cold and not forgiving. Which was
a shock as it was the middle of the summer, but woefully it had
been raining there for a couple of days. But still I had been
waiting for nearly 20 years to swim in the alluring Caribbean
Seas with those calming waves.
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So, I marched down in the rain with an overly huge bag for
a 21 year old and my worn out old map which I bought from
a sketchy van in Venezuela and I searched and searched for
nearly three hours until I found the beautiful beaches - which
were more like soaked sand and broken Tiki huts.
Moral of the story: Always plan something before you do it.

The END

About the Author
Mridul Rishi
Mridul Rishi is a 13 year old from Chennai. He is a sports
fanatic and a voracious reader, an unusual combination. He
is a friendly guy who is quite witty and can make you laugh in
seconds, even when you are sad. Mridul is a quick learner, he
knows five languages and adapts to any situation easily.
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A long time ago there was a clash of the mighty Collasaurus.
In this war, a Chaos Emerald was lost. If you don’t know what
a Chaos Emerald is, I will enlighten you. Let’s begin.
A Chaos Emerald is a powerful source of energy that gives
Collasaurus its immeasurable power - the power to right
the wrong of the wrath thrown by the Roguers and other
grotesque creatures. Collasaurus, an enormous being spikes that glow when loved; a colossal tail that wags when
pet; wide as a mountain with two gigantic horns; huge arms,
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robust shoulders and strong; yet - affectionate and silly. The
mighty Collasaurus was a peace lover (Collasaurus helped
keep the peace between humanity and the monsters). In the
abdominal battle of the Roguers, his Chaos Emerald was lost,
and he turned into stone, only for somebody to set him free.
Centuries went past, but no kind soul was able to free the
Collasaurus. This means that the Planet Eating Monsters were
in our galaxy and were on their way to Planet Chetharras.
Chetharras is a planet thriving with life. Idlis as big as clouds,
and timely rasam rain kept all the beings happy here. Acturus,
loved being at Chetharras as it reminded him of home. He
was launched off by his family pod during the last summon of
Ghindora, the King of the Planet Eaters, that engulfed all the
planets of the Milky Way.
When Acturus’s pod reached Chetharras it was greeted with
a chest. The chest in which Collasaurus’s emerald was kept.
Acturus found a map inside the chest and the Chaos Emerald.
He wondered to himself, “What should I do with this? Hmmm…
I can sell it but it looks really special! I think I shall just follow
the map and see where it leads.”
Acturus set out on his little expedition. As soon as he opened
the map, out came a stream of gushing light, transporting
Acturus to another realm. In a millisecond Acturus was in
another world, rather, on another planet. Here, he could not
hear anything, instead the light and colours were mesmerizing
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and breathtaking. The beauty was far beyond imaginable. But
there was complete silence.
Acturus looked for the map and chest, and remembered it was
in the small satchel. Once again he opened the map but this
time he couldn’t go back. There was something undone. Yes,
he looked around, to see if he had missed something. Acturus
had to defeat the nemesis of Collasaurus, Shadowdong.
Shadowdong was a monster, master of all monsters who had
to be defeated by Acturus. Shadowdong was bloodthirsty
and wanted to unleash the monsters unto the humans.

Acutus prayed for victory and was blessed with the golden
sword for the match by the Demigod Vickarian. With all his
might Acturus struck Shadowdong, and lo behold, he was
victorious. He once again opened the map that zapped him
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to his world. With the Chaos Emerald and the golden sword,
Acturus revived Collasaurus and saved the War of the Monsters.
Collasaurus, one final time, was powered up, and forced the
monsters into another dimension, from where there was no
return. And finally, peace was restored between humanity
and the monsters. There was happiness and Acturus was not
alone anymore. He had Collasarus - his loving, caring colossal
friend!

The END
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About the Author
Murtaza S. Jamal
Murtaza S. Jamal is born and
raised in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. His
sketches and art take you to a world
of imagination. He was eight years old when he wrote his
first book, Chaos Emerald, and is always looking for fictional
stories and characters. His other passions include robotics.
He enjoys spending time with his family.
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Chapter 1: Cherry
Near the riverbanks of the river Tigris, lived two sisters called
Regina and Zelena. One fine day, their mom went to a city
called Siverek with Zelena, while Regina was playing with her
best friend Myra, Princess of Diyarbakir.
Suddenly, the blue sky turned to silver and fog spread
everywhere and a girl appeared in the sky and said, “Dear
Regina, my name is Cherry, I am the Queen of Fairyliand. Go
23
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to your house and ask your mom for a pet. Then buy a ginger
dog with green ribbons on her legs, and with an orange hat
from the Diyarbakir official pet store within the next 10 years.”
“Why?” asked, a surprised Regina.
“So you can help me get to Fairyliand and save the fairies from
Hrtzala, Yhujhki, Sgrodis, and Vrindah,” explained Cherry.
“If I do it, may I get a little brother?” asked Regina.
“Ok! Go home and see your brother born!” replied Cherry and
disappeared into thin air.
When she went home to her mother, she found out she was
getting a baby sister Juliana and a baby brother Henry.
After 9 years Regina was reminded about her promise to
Cherry. So she asked mom for a pet and got a dog with ginger
hair, a green ribbon and an orange hat.
One day when Regina was checking about St. Nicholas on
Google, Cherry suddenly spoke: “Hi Regina, I am Cherry, will
you introduce me to your family?”
Suddenly, she turned into a beautiful fairy. Cherry told Juliana,
Zelena, Regina, Henry and Mr. & Mrs. Rosa-merrybelle about

24

THE YOUNG AND HAPPY STORYBOOK - SEASON 2

why she wanted their daughters and Henry to come and save
Fairyland!

Chapter 2: Fairyland
Mr. and Mrs. Rosa-merrybelle gasped when Cherry explained
what had happened and why she needed help!
“Behind the Kurşunlu Waterfall formed a cave called Merryl
where I was the queen of Fairyliand. But the Fairy of Fruits
Ynhujki, Fairy Guard Sgrodis and Fairy of Fortunes Hrtzala
decided to turn evil and attack Fairyliand. They took help from
the evil witch Vrindah.
We had to move and now Fairyliand became Ankara. So we
thought of building our house behind Kurşunlu falls. They found
out so they came to Fairyliand and conquered it. “
“Are you kidding?” asked Henry.
“Can’t believe it either,” said Julianna.
“Shall we leave tomorrow?” asked Cherry.
“Time to jump into the adventure!” said Cherry.
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Chapter 3: Welcome to Metropolis
“I think it’s time guys! Let’s go to the waterfalls!” said Cherry.
“Bye Mom!” said Zelena and they went to a place to get
trained for magic.
In one poof, they saw a museum underground of the Sahara
desert, and Cherry started showing them around.
Cherry taught them some magic words:
“If you want to fly - say Hydra Mudra
If you want to freeze breath - say Frindia Frundia
If you want to turn into an animal - say Hinda Ginda and utter
the name of the animal you wish to become
If you ever need help remember to say - JINFI SINFI GINA
DINA.”
“Ok, let’s go to Fairyliand,” said Cherry.
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Chapter 4: Shall We Make Fairyliand
Safe?
Cherry said, “Kovaklar Zopindika Ogwirizana,” and they were
in Kunsunlu with three other girls. They got introduced by
Cherry and they learned that the girls are called Melenia,
Michele, and Scarlett and they were orphans.
When nobody was there, Cherry said, “Grindia Savoire” and
they transformed into evil-looking ghosts and skeletons and
Frankensteins.
They went in and saw a ghost on the way who asked, “Ghosts
and Frankensteins - What has holes but can absorb water?”
Everybody was thinking, but Regina knew it.
“Sponge!” said Regina.
“Well-done, skeleton. You and your friends may go through.
Go past the gate of a grinder but you must also go past
gate two.” As they went in, they saw a 100,000,000,000,000
headed dragon, some breathing ice, some water, some fire,
and some rocks.
Then it asked, “Finish the phrase, When life gives you lemons
what do you make?”
27
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Melania said, “Lemonade.” The dragon flew and led them to
the castle of Evilness and they used their power to get there.
Then they used their power to turn themselves back and went
to the dungeons and freed the fairies, fairy guards, and the
elves and wizards.
They all went back together and fought vigorously and
chivalrously, and defeated all except Vrindah as she was
immortal.

Chapter 5: Home Sweet Home
Suddenly as Regina said - “Jinfi Sinfi Gina Dina”, a witch
appeared. She was the Good Witch of the South. The witch
told about a necklace that Vrindah wore. They turned invisible
and went to their palace and took Vrindah’s necklace. Once
Vrindah lost her necklace, she was destroyed.
Suddenly Fairyliand had an earthquake and the red sky and
black city turned to Fairyliand in rainbow and lovely vibrant
colors.
Regina invited Melania, Michelle, and Scarlett to their home.
In one poof, they found themselves in their backyard.
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Their mom liked the three girls and adopted them. They all
lived happily ever after!

The END

About the Author
Trinabh S
Trinabh S was born in Chennai,
India. His hobbies include painting,
story writing, sketching, gardening,
etc. He likes mythical and fantasy kind of novels and always
gets inspired to create his own mythical work.
This book is called Fantasy and it was his dream to write this.
He has been writing this on word pad but couldn’t print it.
So, he wrote this book in My Chapter One’s Young Writers
Workshop, to show people that they can write anything they
want as a story. It doesn’t have to be perfect, one must try to
express their creativity and imagination.
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I opened my eyes and nobody was there… So I started looking
around, I could not see anyone. I got up from my bed and
the entire room was blank. All the walls were blank. I turned
around, there was a weird picture hanging on the wall.
It was a blank canvas with one dot and on the same wall
there was a black door. I went out and started yelling and
screaming - ‘Anyone there! Anyone! Can someone please
answer!’
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But nobody did. I kept on yelling until someone said something.
Suddenly I heard a crashing sound.
I went where the sound took me. It kept on taking me
downwards. I reached the parking of the hotel, still there was
nobody. I yelled again.
I thought of an idea - to call the police. The police did not
pick up the call. Then I kept on calling the police. They did not
answer. I got irritated that the police had declined the call of
a girl.
After that I found a little tunnel where I could see a road
where many cars were passing by. I tried to crawl through it
but I could not fit in the tunnel. I saw a stick, so I tried to break
the wall. It worked!
So I went through the tunnel and went home. After that I lived
happily ever after.

The END

31

THE YOUNG AND HAPPY STORYBOOK - SEASON 2

About the Author
Aadhya Khemka
Aadhya Khemka is ten years old and her birthday is on 28th
September. She wants to be a writer to be creative and to
express her feelings. She lives in Pune with her family.

32

THE YOUNG AND HAPPY STORYBOOK - SEASON 2

The tut-tut sound of the cane could be heard each morning
as Mr. Grunge trotted along the lane for a morning walk. It
was well known that the cane was not for his disability, for he
could walk perfectly fine, but rather for the aura of fear he
wished to emit to any child who might come in his way.
He wasn’t looked upon favorably by adults, either. The
community itself was a sleepy one, mostly made up of
elderly couples. Kids however, popped up from the nearby
hill neighborhood, to ride on the flat streets of the serviced
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apartments, much to the glee of most elders who had no
family living with them, however greatly disliked by Mr. Grunge.
The other grand ladies would bake a few cookies for the kids
– especially old Miss Surris. She lived by herself in a cottage
apartment, paying from her annual annuity. She was bright,
full of energy, and loved by everybody.
Mr. Grunge however, as you can imagine, was quite the
opposite. The surprise was not expected, although, when he
was found dead, or rather, murdered. People openly expressed
no grievance over his death, in fact, glee.
The doubt had arisen when Mr. Grunge, as grumpy as he was,
missed his morning walks for quite a few days. Which was not
something he did do often. He lived for his morning walks, as
you and I would for TV. He didn’t show signs of enjoyment; it
was looked upon as a routine, as would be sleeping or eating.
His apartment was not serviced, as expected, for his temper
was feared of.
The milkman would leave the bottles in the wedge near his
door each morning, excluding Thursdays, when he would leave
them in the evening. The bottles, much to his bewilderment,
had remained untouched for a period of a morning, so he had
decided he would ring the bell.
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Slowly, very slowly, shivering, he pressed on the bell button.
His knees shook, awaiting to get his head bitten off. But the
door never opened; a lifeless Mr. Grunge was lying on the
couch.
He had knocked the door, but to his great astonishment, the
door gave away and opened. Which was a weird thing, for
Mr. Grunge liked his privacy and the door was never open. A
rotten smell wafted, as would a place with a dead body, as
he wrinkled his nose in distaste.
“Mr. Grunge?” he called out in an unsure voice. He heard no
reply. He repeated his call several times. Still no reply. He
entered the house. The lights were off; the smell got stronger
as he went closer.
He was in the hall. The kitchen outlooked the living room couch
and a small television set. He felt around for the switch and
turned it on. He walked near the couch, where he had seen
Mr. Grunge’s smelly socks, and gasped loudly.
He ran out of the spooky place swiftly, as fast as his stout
legs could carry him. He then dialed 911 on the landline in the
corner.
The complex was currently labelled “Dangerous” by the media,
who had managed to catch every moment of the scene. Old
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Madam Hawks was only too pleased to give a quote to the
TV and had been ready for it. She had flushed her face with
an overdose of makeup, in an attempt to look like one of the
reporters she had admired, in vain. She had made herself
awfully funny on TV, and she regretted it.
“I should think the security ought to have been more watchful,”
she had said in a strong, confident, fake American accent,
“For we elder ancients won’t have half the energy we did.
Why do we live in serviced apartments? Because it is taken
care of, for us oldies. Now if it becomes dangerous, how will
we trust to live here? I believe -” she could have gone on and
on, but was interrupted by the reporter, who had suddenly
become wary of her, and had moved on to the police group
who had currently arrived.
A tall woman with a suit and a skirt, smiled grimly at the
camera as she walked boldly into the crime scene with a
group of policemen and men in white doctor uniforms. The
media chattered constantly to the cameras in the backdrop.
Two policemen emerged out with a roll of tape, ready
to plaster it on the entrance of the house. The words
“Crime Scene” were printed in fine black letters over
the yellow tape. The group came out, not long after,
missing a few members who had stayed back to inspect.
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The head, the women in a suit, who apparently was the head
of the crime branch, got ready for media coverage. She
steadied her tie, flattened her skirt, and ran her hands through
her hair as she walked to the reporters.
Lately, two flats had been relocated to another floor, not
wanting to be relevant in such matters, she had understood.
The police were going to solve the case, she knew. She was
trying really hard, she told them, and she required public
support, she added.
The media was satisfied, and the interview ended as one of
the junior constables whispered something to the woman,
who smiled and walked away. Her heels clicked noisily as she
walked down the stairs.
The crime branch was in a clutter as a result of the current
case. The forensics handed an elaborate report on their
discoveries, followed by the detectives who had hunted for
clues.
The door swung open as a constable entered with a pile
of folders. Laura looked up from the papers, removing her
glasses as she acknowledged the entrance.
“It’s the forensics,” he said, “a detailed report of the likely
poisons used on the victim; and the findings in the house.
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You must get the statements soon too,” he briefed her. She
nodded slowly and skimmed through the folders.
“Yes,” she nodded in acknowledgement. “I understand you
are to visit the place today? I suggest you use discretion when
it comes to the method of murder. Is that clear?”
“Yes, Ma’am.”
So Mr. Grunge had been poisoned. The motive? She was in
doubt. She scratched her forehead rapidly, and frown lines
deepened as she studied the report. He had been dead for
quite a few hours – five, they had concluded. That meant he
could have been murdered around midnight, no, perhaps
early morning. It was Wednesday, so the milkman would leave
it by? – well, she would clarify. Supposing around six, when
Grunge got out for a walk, he might’ve been murdered at
one-o-clock. It was a perfect time – the sleepy citizens would
have been snoring.
She took another folder – the hints they had found in the
house, which was nothing except a button. A red button with
white holes. It looked most peculiar that a thief would leave
behind a button. It was unintentional, of course, or was it?
Meanwhile, the residents were piled up in the lounge together.
They had been awfully frightened by the events, although they
didn’t regret it in the least.
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Old Madame Hawks tapped her foot to grab everyone’s
attention. “Well, fellows,” she said in her hippy voice, “I’m
considering the case for a moment. One of the residents
here has been brutally evicted, and although I can’t say I’m
in tears about it, I’m not happy about it either, for it means
lack of safety, doesn’t it? I think it’s rather weak, the method
of using poison. Of course, if the guards were as attentive as
they should be or as they made out to be, nobody could have
entered. So it must be one of our own.”
Everyone gasped loudly. A few moved away from each other,
while many made promises that it wasn’t them. Old men were
watching golf to take their minds off the murder, however, the
women sat as the club, talking. They looked at Hawks. Her
big, thin nose was sticking out. Her thin body was seated on a
green chair, her legs over one another.
Hawks cleared her throat again, looking very sensible as
she did so. She got up to make her announcement, her arms
folded.
“Residents of Lone Towers,” she began, “I’m going to announce
an event that we must all be ready for, and that is called
interrogation,” she paused for effect. She gained confused
looks from the audience. “Interrogation is a questioning
procedure the police use, to know if we did the crime. They
will ask us where we were, what we were doing, and why we
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wouldn’t kill him. So we must be prepared.”
As the residents had expected, the interrogation was
scheduled for the day. The same grim woman arrived in a new
outfit, a suit, but this time no cloak.
Her face had a strict line of seriousness. Her thin pursed lips
showed no signs of tolerance for any kind of criminal. She sat
in the lounge with two guards by her side.
Although Old Madame Hawks had taken the lead, she wasn’t
quite ready to go first. Mr. Pom went first.
“I’m Laura,” she introduced herself, “And you are? -“
“Doug Pom,” he replied meekly. She noted it down.
“I understand a few events may cause great concern to you
folks,” she said, “However, to expel the danger, we request
your cooperation. Hence, I will be honored if you can answer
our questions, uh, honestly.”
Her firm tone made him shiver. Yes, he would answer honestly,
he thought. He sat straight.
“Of course.”
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“Thank you. Starting from the day before the event, Tuesday,
would you please narrate to me your version of the events?”
He thought for a moment. “Okay. Tuesday morning after
breakfast, I was watching golf with, I think, Mr. Roger, Hicks
and Rob, sorry Robert. It was a rather interesting match, US
was close to winning, but-...”
“Where were you watching this, uh, match?” she interrupted.
“In Roger’s house. He has a big TV screen, so we watch it
there.”
“I see,” Laura noted it down, “What about the others?”
“I don’t quite know,” he said, “I was into the match. I should
remember Dupont, Mrs. Pom, was going to bite Mrs. Moore’s
head off, for well, forgetting to come over for dinner yesterday.
And they were all piled up in the lounge, to knit a bedcover
or something for Hawks, because it had gotten torn. And
yes, Surris did come over to get some sugar and nuts for the
snacks… and I think Rob went to his house to fetch a bowl
of ice cream. That’s all I know actually. I’m afraid I won’t be
much help.”
“I should think not,” she said as she made a bunch of notes yet
again. He got up to leave.
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“Wait,” she said, “So the whole day you were watching the
match? So what were you doing around three the next day?
I mean morning.”
“Yes, the whole day. Three of course, I had been asleep. No
light in the flat, well, except...”
“Except?” she persisted, looking alert.
“Except the cottage, I should think. We are on the third floor,
facing the cottage, where I think one of the ladies live. That
cottage had lights on.”
“For whatever reason, would you happen to know?”
He shrugged. “As I said, I won’t be of much help, I’m afraid.
No, I didn’t know. You know us oldies, we like to do things at
odd hours. But I suppose one of the ladies might know the
gossip. Perhaps even Dupont knows.”
She thanked him and stared at her notes. She had decided
what she would ask old Hawks already.
The rest of the statements were less informative. Hawks
appeared next.
“I must say I’m rather sorry about the events,” she said, “And
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yes, I shall be glad to help. Now, if I am to go on Tuesday, we
were all in the lounge I presume, to knit a bedcover for me.
by ‘we’, I mean the ladies, the dear things. Rather sweet of
them to help me, right? I know, I know. The others, as in the
grandpas, most were I think in Roger’s house, weren’t they?
Old Surris said so when she had gotten us snacks, the sweet
lady. She usually makes some cookies for us, you see, but she
has been rather dull lately. Her head throbs, she says. Went
to see the nurse this morning. Kept awake last night, she said.
Disturbed thing.”
And she went on, until Laura decided she wasn’t getting
anywhere, and duly asked her to be done. Hawks was surprised
at the rudeness, however dared not say a word more but
simply obliged.
But Laura had found it necessary to note the fact about Surris.
Kept awake. Could it have been for this? Perhaps. But she
seemed a rather delicate little thing, for she had spoken to
her, and read her personality as weak.
“An astounding development, rather observation,” Inspector
Mont informed her, “I should think it will be of much interest
to you.”
“Regarding?”
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Inspector Mont took a breath. “Well”, he said, “It is perhaps
the only clue we ever got – the button. An owner has been
identified, I mean of the shirt, however it is incomplete without
the fact that he still has a button on the shirt.”
Laura sighed. “Quite important. Good observation. I shall be
over in a minute. Do get the person in for questioning… uh, do
leave out the real reason. Use discretion even between the
team.”
Inspector agreed and put down the receiver.
She took her notes down carefully. She hadn’t gotten who it
was, nor had she asked. Perhaps it was better to find out in
person.
A call followed not long after. Except, it wasn’t such good
news. She gasped in shock.
“Yes… I’ll be there. Oh my, things are getting serious.”
She walked out without her notebook, grabbing her phone
only. She sighed.
“Well, how is he?”
“Hard to say. Blunt force trauma, I think, from behind. Hard
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on the head. I doubt he will have much memory. His lifetime
is... let’s say limited for the time being. He has been given
appropriate doses of medicine, but he is reacting at a
moderate speed, given the nerves partially wounded. I can
assure another month, maximum, if he goes on in the current
state. Improvements are expected, so worrying can’t be
suggested. Do ask the nurse if you have any other questions.”
“May I visit him?”
“Not today. Perhaps tomorrow. He has just gotten out of a
coma, and he isn’t handling anything well. And make it a
friendly visit, no business, please.”
“What about the accident? Will he have a memory of it at
least.”
“Possibly. Possibly not. Not easy to determine at this point.
We’ll see his progress and submit a detailed report on his
health. Now I must rush. I have another surgery, but do take
care.”
She nodded and thanked him. Another mystery to solve, like
her hands weren’t full already. She would investigate.
Constable Jones met her at the reception.
“So, he was at the lounge alone,” she summed up, “And a
piercing scream could be heard through the hallway. He was
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later found by Mr. Roger, am I accurate?”
“Yes, that will be all. Questioning the suspects ideally must be
scheduled for tomorrow, for senior citizens in an uproar isn’t
a pretty sight.”
She chuckled. “Nor is an unsolved murder,” she said quietly.
The elders were in an uproar. Somehow, the information about
a button had been leaked out, this time the media suspects
or rather, determined criminals.
Laura had suggested Constable Jones to go instead, to which
he obliged without further arguments, so she could ponder
over the recent developments. The case had seemed to get
interesting, however at the cost of lives.
She began to think about the button. She opened her drawer
and got out the little plastic cover which held the button. Red
and white, red and white. Where had she seen it?
Perhaps nowhere. She sipped on a light coffee beside her
and saw the notes again.
There had to be a clue. There simply had to be one. And Inspector
Mont hadn’t named the person with the button. Of course,
nobody had it on today. She hoped he would get better soon.
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She would visit the murder site again. Yes, she would. And
this time, alone.
The room had been sanitized freshly, however nothing had
been moved or touched, so as to not disturb evidence.
She tightened her gloves as she examined the hall.
The couch was clean as ever. It had been a neat way of killing.
But what was the motive? He wasn’t rich, he had no will, nor
had he any relatives. Maybe a grudge or quest for revenge?
Perhaps, she thought. Considering all circumstances was
important, she had learned early in the job. She remembered
the case she had solved previously. It had been less
complicated, with more clues. But something caught her eye.
She tightened her glove and picked it up. Surveying it, she
confirmed her suspicions.
The gathering had assembled in the hall as was insisted by
Laura. She cleared her throat.
“This meeting, I know, is at a rather odd time. However, I would
like to present the murderer to you. Perhaps, Inspector Mont,
you will assist me with that?”
Inspector acquiesced, “With pleasure.”
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“Let me go over the sequence once, without leaving behind
anything.
It all began in the morning when the body was found by the
milkman. Considering the statement, he has been removed
from our list of suspects.
The body remained on the couch, not a blood wound to be
found. I assume that you must have imagined it was poison?”
Hawks nodded from the audience.
“The forensics indeed approve of that fact. The next thing
to consider is perhaps the statements. The statements have
sounded rather normal to me, apart from one. That one being
Mr. Doug Pom’s.”
She paused for effect. All eyes fell on Doug.
“Particularly about a light in the night. From a cottage below,
he believes. The one of Mrs. Surris. She happened to be
infected with a medical issue, which seems to not matter. But,
from her statement, she completely denies having a light. She
didn’t. The reason being, she was never inside the cottage.”
Surris went red. Gasps went throughout the room.
“She had, you see, a family obligation. The medical issue
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seems to be a cover. She, I am given to believe, implied no
living family. but why? The reason is simple: she disassociates
herself with her family. background checks were run for every
suspect, and let me tell you, her parents were murderers.”
Now it was Surris’ turn to be in the limelight.
“She moved in only a month ago, and with the recent
murder, poison being the weapon, she believed she would be
suspected. But I say, her alibi was perfectly sound. Surris was
never in the cottage.”
Inspector Mont nodded. “Next, if I were to go on with all the
names, it would be a while before we are done. Perhaps I will
mention another suspicious personality:
Describing the murderer will appear understandable if we
start from the time; the light as was seen by Mr. Pom was
none other than the murderer with the lamp.
The murderer, apparently cold and unable to find a coat, took
a blanket and wrapped it around himself or herself, but being
careless, tore it and the piece was found in Mr. Grunge’s room.
I think you, Madame Hawks, should narrate the rest.”
Madame Hawks looked afraid but laughed. “I tell you”, she
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said, “I did murder him. Also the policeman. He was getting
too nosy, finding some clue. Ah, perhaps it was the button.
Yes, it was my button. And I never thought I’d get caught. My
motive remains unknown; however I urge you to think further.
What was his full name?”
She paused for a moment and then answered herself: “Grunge
Orcas. And what about me? Hawks Orcas. May I tell you; we
are siblings. You, of course, remain in the dark of my motive.
But let me enlighten you: My motive has never been money,
for I had been perfectly happy with what I have. My motive
wasn’t a maniacal murder either; it was revenge. Vengeance.
When I was a child, my parents died early. Naturally, his being
the elder brother, should have taken care of me, however, he
left with the little money our house contained. I was put in
an orphanage, from whereupon I became a teacher, for my
learning was quite good.
Why do you think I moved into this sleepy old residence? For
old Grunge. I stayed here long enough to gain trust, lead
you all, and finally commit murder. That’s why I love it here in
Carmea. You people are so naïve. Perhaps – “
She was cut off abruptly by Inspector Mont, who had her
handcuffed and taken out.
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EPILOGUE
“But how must she have done it?”
“That’s a good question. The poison happens to be an
immediate one, but he hasn’t had anything recent. It’s most
puzzling.”
“I know how,” Laura entered the room, her hand clutching a
syringe.
“Hawks confessed,” she said, “Couldn’t make Grunge have a
coffee or something, so preferred a syringe. Injected into his
mouth, thus no physical wound.”
“Perhaps we should tell the public?”
Laura shook her head thoughtfully. “Certainly not,” she said, “It
would give future murderers an idea of killing; best let this new
way remain unknown. Yes, some things are best left unknown.”
“To the media,” Inspector Mont mumbled.

The END
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It was a bright and sunny morning, the entire Las Vegas,
Nevada was on the go. There wasn’t a spot that wasn’t filled
with crowds of people. On the other side of the city lived
two young teenagers. They both lived parallel to each other,
residing in a brown wooden raw house. Their houses pretty
much looked the same.
Nancy Wheeler showed great interest in studies, she loved to
read, solve math problems, and also loved to draw. She was
a talented individual. On the other hand was Dustin.
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Dustin Byers was a very smart individual too. He loved solving
mysteries. He was known as the young detective of their colony
in Nevada. Both of their families shared a lot of similarities,
the biggest one was Nancy and Dustin were born on the same
day and in the same hospital.
In spite of all of this, there was this one problem that really
got their families worried. Nancy and Dustin never got along.
“GOT YOU!” screeched Dustin. She was shaking. She didn’t
expect Dustin to leap out of nowhere. Her hair stood on end,
a shiver raced down her spine and a lump came to her throat.
It was him! Dustin was always playing tricks on Nancy.
They almost treated each other like some sort of enemies. This
really concerned both their parents. They were never able to
figure out the reason for their misunderstanding with each
other. They tried to talk their way through it, but it didn’t work.
They tried to take them to places together, but it didn’t work.
They were clueless. In spite of them growing up like siblings,
they never liked each others’ company.
It was a regular day in Vegas - busy streets, crying babies
and clamorous schools. Nancy and Dustin studied in the same
school. It was no surprise, was it? Ted Hunsberger Elementary
was as busy as it could be. Nancy and Dustin were walking
towards their respective classes.
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It was almost time to go home when something unexpected
happened, Nancy and Dustin were found arguing in the
corridor.
“Why would you do that?’’ yelled Nancy.
“I did not do anything,” replied Dustin, in a high pitch.
“Scribbling in my textbook won’t do you any good, Dustin!”
Frustrated Nancy was blaming Dustin for a scribbled page in
her school book. In spite of Dustin telling her he wasn’t the
one who did it, Nancy Wheeler wasn’t ready to listen to him.
The two teenagers started blaming each other without
knowing the truth. Their class teacher heard screams from
her class, so she came out to see the conflict. Little did she
know, two of her class students were arguing.
She said, “I want you both in my office, NOW!” Nancy and
Dustin went along, they were told to sit and calmly explain
their part of the story.
Dustin began, he told Ms. Honey all that he knew. Nancy had
to speak next and she did. After hearing both sides of the
story, Ms. Honey came to a conclusion. She said, “Dustin, I
believe you. So am I letting you go. But if it was you who did
that, I will be disappointed.”
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Both of them left the room. Ms. Honey called their parents
and told them about the conflict they faced. After both of
them reached home, they were asked to tell their part of the
story first and then heard the other ones, and vice-versa.
That very night, Alice and Jonathan had a brilliant idea. They
rushed to Dustin’s parents. They said, “Nancy and Dustin
should be forced to live in one room for one day until they talk
about their problems and identify their similarities.” Hopper
and Erica loved the idea. “Let’s do it,” they said.
The very next morning, Nancy and Dustin were told the idea.
They didn’t agree. But had no other choice but to listen to
their parents. They were sent in, it wasn’t 10 minutes in and
the two were already bored. Nancy started drawing. This was
her favorite pastime. Dustin on the other hand was watching
television.
A few hours passed by and they ran out of things to do. They
tried to remain silent and not interact at all. An hour passed by
and time was as still as the sea before a hurricane. Dustin out
of major curiosity and boredom asked, “What is your favorite
pastime, Nancy?”
Nancy replied with kindness and asked him too. Little did they
know that this one small question could make such a difference
in their friendship. Nancy and Dustin started talking, they tried
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to find similarities and build the conversation. The day passed
by soon, and they kept talking. Their parents came to fetch
them and saw them talking animatedly. They were surprised.
They weren’t expecting that sight when they opened the door.
They were happy.
And that’s how it all began, Nancy and Dustin started talking.
Even though it was a very odd way to make a friend, they did
it!
Moral - Everything can be sorted out, it just needs some
peaceful talking.

The END
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Some people love pranks. Other people hate them. When you
put these two types of people together, the result will always
be mayhem. Which is exactly what happened with Jordan,
Sam, Alex, and the rest of their neighborhood.
The trio, to put it mildly, were master pranksters. If there were
patron saints of pranking, it would be the three of them. They
had been in the business of pranking for quite some time,
and had no intention of stopping. The entire neighborhood
dreaded their pranks, be it toilet-papering someone’s house,
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or playing loud music from Sam’s sister’s room to get her into
trouble with the neighbors (in fact they played it so loud, that
you would have been wondering whether it was loud music or
a small earthquake).
Alas, those were the days where the trio were still young
and pure. Now, they were battle-hardened pranksters who
were bursting with ideas. You see, if you are a person who
loves math, sooner or later, you will start learning calculus. If
you are a computer whiz, eventually you’ll learn a bit about
hacking. Same case with these three. Eventually, they would
start moving their pranks to the next level. Which was exactly
what happened one fine summer’s day…
***
Alex had a plan, and when Alex had a plan, it would be for
another prank. But this time, it was not just any prank, it was
to be his, Sam’s, and Jordan’s biggest yet.
Finally, when the gears in his head had stopped turning, when
he had reached a satisfactory result, he got up from his bed,
and walked off to Jordan’s house, where Sam was also there.
They had been waiting for him. When he told them his plan,
they were satisfied, and decided to carry it out.
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The next day, the milkman, poor chap, had to face angry calls
from everyone in the locality, demanding to know whether he
was trying to poison them. Little did anyone know that the
mixture in the bottles was in fact the trio’s work - a lovingly
crafted cocktail of shampoo (white in color), water, and a
dash of sugar. Needless to say, the result was a frothing mouth
in every house. Whoever drank it, grabbed the phone, dialled
the milkman’s number and yelled their heads off at him. Of
course, later on it became clear who was actually behind all
of this - the famous trio, of course. Their parents, not knowing
what to do, decided to ground them for a month.
***
The three were really restless. What to do? Of the trio, Alex
was the most fidgety. Half the nights, he didn’t sleep, his
mind was too focused on the prank ideas. His days were
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spent in fervent thought: how to get his own back on the
neighborhood? The whole month passed, and still he found
nothing…
Now, the month was getting over. On the last day, you could
practically smell the tension in the air, as the trio waited to get
back to normal, and when it ended, it was almost as though
the death knell for everyone’s sanity was ringing - they were
back, with a vengeance.
However, when they met:
“These pranks are becoming really tiring,” said Sam with a
sigh. “We’re becoming predictable too.”
“Come on!” said Alex. “One of us will have a plan, I’m sure…
Jordan, any ideas?”
“Nope, you have any, Sam?”
Sam shook his head.
“Alex..?”
Alex was the master planner, if he didn’t have anything, then
no one would.
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“Not sure.... nope, nothing,” he said with a deep sadness in his
voice.
They all groaned. Now what? Yet, Alex was busy thinking.
“Aha! Got it!”
“What?” said Jordan excitedly.
“Halloween is coming up....”
There were only a few days left for the trio’s favorite holiday.
“What, toilet papering someone’s house?”
“No.. something better.”
“Like what?” questioned Sam.
“Scaring people...”
“But how??”
“Well... probably just yelling boo or something like that?” said
Alex.
“Grow a brain.”
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“Then maybe.... yes! I’ve got it! How about we lure people
into a haunted house?”
“How?”
“Act like one of us is missing, and was last seen near that
place...”
Jordan grinned. “Now you’re talking.”
***
The tension in the area was now visible, the master pranksters
meeting could only mean one thing - havoc. However, when
nothing happened in the days leading up to Halloween,
they all decided to breathe easy. Who knows? Maybe being
grounded for a month managed to squish the pranks out of
them. Little did they know what was coming.
***
The trio, meanwhile, were all at work. For their haunted house,
they decided to use the old, empty house at the end of the
road. Some of the children used to play there, before they
began to hear weird, spooky noises coming from the basement,
which Jordan would happily have taken credit for. At any rate,
no one went there now. “Perfect place for a haunted house,”
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thought Alex.
The evening before Halloween, the ground floor of the house
was now unrecognizable - there was ketchup on the floorlooked disturbingly like blood, skulls hanging from the walls
and strewn on the floor, several posters of vampires and
ghouls hanging from the walls, and Alex himself dressed up
as a mad-axe-man, ready to leap out, brandishing his rubber
axe.
***
The next evening, it was Halloween. The trio were all ready Jordan and Sam to lure the others in, and Alex ready to leap
out of the shadows. Now, all that was left that was to call for
help….
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“Help! Help! Alex is missing! We last saw him in the old house!
Help!” called out Jordan and Sam. Several of the adults and
kids rushed to help, running into the old house to check what
had happened. All of a sudden, out leapt Alex, brandishing
his axe, charging at them. The only thing left to do was run.
Alex pursued them out of the house and onto the street
before returning. Then, with a sly grin on his face, he strode
purposefully back to his house, where he put on his mask,
and waited. Sure enough, there came his mother….“Aaargh!
Nooo…. wait… Alex!!!! What is this?”
“Wait…Jordan, where is Alex?”
“He went back to his house, didn’t he, Sam?”
“Well……”
Suddenly they both heard shouting: “What nonsense is this!!?
You’re grounded!! I’ve had enough of these pranks!“
“I guess he’s there,” said Sam, with a grin.
The three, of course, were again grounded. “But”, thought
Jordan, “it was worth it.”
***

The END
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Hi! I’m Dora Connor. My life is definitely not a fantasy but
it’s not a garbage dump either. I’m a 13-year-old girl who
has blonde, short hair, sky blue eyes and a slim but strong
body. I’m a ‘Tom boy’ and I literally live in black clothes. I love
dancing and doing gymnastics. My life long goal is to win the
national level medal for both. I love sports equally well. I want
to maybe become a dancer or an athlete later in life. I make
friends in the snap of a finger and also enemies in equal time.
I am also pretty short tempered. I am a bit lazy (very lazy)
to do anything other than go to the gym or play basketball.
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Aren’t people normally lazy to go to the gym or play? Oh well.
I live with my mom, Rose Connor and my younger brother,
Daniel. My mom has wood brown straight hair, sky blue eyes
and is thin but not as strong as me (No boasting intended).
My brother, is a mini-me but a boy, (but extra annoying). My
dad, Albert Connor passed away when I was six years old. I
don’t remember him all that well, as I was pretty young so I
don’t actually miss him that much. However, I do always wish I
had a dad. It would have been fun and would have made our
family complete. I live in a small apartment in New York and
go to a school called St. Marie’s.
My apartment in the heart of the city. It looks historic from the
outside. On the inside, it’s very festive and cheerful. My mom’s
room is plain peach colored with a soft mattress on the floor. In
a wooden table nearby, there are usually a bunch of daffodils
in a prettily decorated vase and a frame with the picture of the
three of us. My brother and I share a room. It’s a baby blue color
nursery sized room, with a fluffy bed and a wooden wardrobe
right beside. Stuck to the wall is a cupboard consisting of all
our books and family pictures. I look at them if I ever feel low.
I am a normal teenager with friends in a good school and
a single working mom. My mom works in a bakery. It’s an
incredibly dazzling place. It has the sunniest colors which
make the place look bigger and brighter. Six tables covered
with a cream cloth with four chairs on each side of the table
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are visible. The two sofas in two corners of the room are where
my friends and I normally sit. It’s the most famous bakery in the
city. On most days, it’s crowded, on holidays it’s exceedingly
so. I love going there with my friends after school. The owner,
Lisa is an awesome, smart and a generous woman. She
always welcomes us with a huge smile and hugs. She has
a daughter, Audrey, who is one of my best friends. Needless
to say, we get food for a much cheaper amount. Audrey, like
her mom, is chubby, has the eye color of honey and reddish
blonde hair. On the inside, she is kind hearted, loyal but goes
green if someone else gets more attention than her. Oh, and
she lives in fashion. She always keeps up with the trend and
doesn’t have much of an academic knowledge. Ok, back to
my mom. She doesn’t get paid much but we have enough to
live comfortably. She doesn’t have any brothers or sisters. The
closest she has to a sister is Aunt Linda; a green eyed, caramel
haired and a thin woman. She is a school friend of mom and
they haven’t lost touch. She works as a teacher in our school
for the elementary students. Fortunately, Aunt Linda lives only
two blocks away so in case of emergency (don’t break glass)
she can come here immediately. She has two children too.
A daughter and a son. Her daughter is my classmate and my
BFF, Sally. She is literally like me in every possible way. She
has a pixie cut, brown caramel hair, green eyes and is also
as strong as me. She is also a tom boy, loves black and is
an awesome dancer and loves playing pranks. Her brother,
Sam, who is my bro’s best buddy is a mini version of Sally. If
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someone sees us together somewhere; they will think the four
of us to be siblings (I speak from experience).
I normally wake up at around 6 am, and go for a jog. After which, I
get ready and finish breakfast by around 8:30 am. Mom, Daniel
and I meet Aunt Linda, Sally and Sam in a sweet shop close to our
houses. Mom and Aunt Linda chat for some time while the rest
of us drool over the chocolates. Once they finish talking, mom
leaves to her bakery while the rest of us walk to school together.

St. Marie’s is a pretty big school, teaching from elementary to
high school. Sally and me were, and still are somehow always
in the same class. Aunt Linda drops Sam and Daniel while
Sally and I go off to class. We are always a little early so we
can gossip with the others. We play pranks on teachers often,
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especially Mrs. Smith, our science teacher, because she has a
great sense of humor and most times, she falls for them. She
is a great sport. For lunch, we normally have cafeteria food,
but on Mondays and Thursdays we don’t, because those days
are when we get spinach soup and something that tastes like
soot and toothpaste mixed together. (Yuck. Don’t try without
adult supervision). Sally, Audrey and I come back home at 2
pm and take tuitions from Aunt Linda or Lisa even though we
mostly end up not learning. Then at about 4 pm, Audrey goes
back home when Sally and I go to the basketball court and
play a few matches with a few more kids who live nearby. We
come back home and have supper at our place and before 8
pm they go back home. I usually go to sleep at 9 pm and doze
off by 9:30 at the latest. The next day when my alarm rings, I
continue the same routine, every single day of my life.
Off late mom has been looking a little pale and fragile like
she could break any second. I was getting a little worried but
eventually convinced myself that it’s nothing big. Yesterday,
while having supper, she blacked out. I, getting terrified,
immediately called Aunt Linda, the only person I could think
of and explained to her what had happened. Since she is
extremely close by, she rushed right home with a doctor. The
doctor while examining mom, said, “It looks like she has been
having a temperature for a few days,” while putting her on
the sofa. I got scared. He spoke to Aunt Linda giving her
some instructions and left. Aunt Linda came and told me
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that mom had to be admitted to the hospital. The doctors
need to run a few tests and examine her to understand what
was wrong. When I asked her when, she told me tomorrow?
Tomorrow?!? I suddenly felt everything around me spinning. In
a few moments, I heard mom’s voice and saw her eyes flutter
open. “Is this heaven?” she asked smiling despite being so
weak. “No mom, this is New York city”, I heard a voice say. It
took me a moment to realize my brother was still around and
awake. “Why don’t you go to sleep? Do you want me to tuck
you in?” asked Aunt Linda to Daniel. “No, I am seven years old
and grown up,” he replied back yawning and went off to bed.
Aunt Linda took mom to her room and I could hear some
talking for a while. I guessed she was trying to convince mom
about getting admitted. I started getting drowsy and bid mom
and Aunt Linda Good Night and went to sleep. My heart was
pumping out of my chest. Eventually I tried convincing myself
that I am the older sibling and I needed to be brave. I calmed
down more when I realized that the hospital fee could be
covered by insurance. Speaking of money, the thought struck
me. I have to earn money to take care of the house. Aunt Linda
can’t stay around us forever. I was wondering what could be
done about it. Well, I was too tired and couldn’t think about
it and soon enough, I was dreaming.
Next morning, I woke up thinking about the previous night. I
decided to go for a jog to clear my mind. While jogging, I was
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wondering about ways I could earn. Hadn’t I heard someone
say something about a scholarship in school? Yes, yes, I had! I
had to work very hard since I was already lagging behind, but
I can try. And I might have to stop playing pranks - at least
on teachers. Then when thinking about mom, I realized that
the bakery was now lacking an employee. I also could take
up a part time job in mom’s bakery – if they hire a 13-yearold. Everything seemed to be falling in place. I decided to tell
Aunt Linda about it.
We all bid mom farewell and gave her a tight squeeze. We
also scolded her for getting sick. Mom just replied with a small
chuckle. She said, “I’ll be back faster than light,” and left.
During breakfast, I discussed my idea with Aunt Linda. It took
some time convincing her – and by some, I mean a lot. I had
prepared a mental list of pros and cons while I was jogging.
Finally, she said yes. I was literally dancing with joy. So, I told
Sally about it while eating a toffee. As a Sally-ish friend
would, she insisted on helping me. During school, I started
listening in class so hard. My teachers thought it was a prank
at first. They kept looking back at me every two minutes to
check if I was listening to them or whether I was trying to set
up a prank. Then after a few classes, they decided that I was
really trying. Then in the bakery, fortunately, they were hiring.
So, I started working there. I am working there as a waitress
because I couldn’t even boil milk without spilling at least a
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little - not that I ever tried to boil milk. The only thing I ever
tried to make was PBJ and thankfully I could make it. Oh, I’ve
also tried to make cornflakes, if that’s even possible. I could
eat well but cooking, I am not so sure. The employees were
generous enough to provide dinner for my brother and I. I
am getting better and better at waitressing and am chatting
with my friends in the two-minute breaks Lisa gives me. I was
also completing all my homework on time.
….........................................................................
After a few weeks or so, which is today for me, I woke up and
my alarm showed it to be 12 noon. I couldn’t go to school now!
School will be over in a few hours. I thought of my brother and
went to check on him. He wasn’t there. I was definitely getting
panicky until I saw a note in night stand. It said “Dear Dora,
I’m going to school and before you get uneasy, I had cereal for
breakfast and Aunt Linda took me to school herself. Why don’t
you take a day off from school? You can tell your teachers that
you were unwell hence couldn’t attend school. Don’t worry
about me. I will be alright. And by the way, Good morning to
you.
With love,
Daniel.
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P.S- I have no idea what I wrote. Aunt Linda dictated it to me
and I just noted it down. Okies, Bye!”
I was laughing at the last line and almost had tears at the edge
of my eye for the rest of the note. I am already desperately
missing mom and her cheerful face. It had been 3 weeks
since mom left for the hospital. Though I felt Aunt Linda was a
pretty good substitute. We couldn’t visit mom until now. Only
Aunt Linda was allowed to see her. She kept updating us and
brought back messages mom wanted to let us know. Now the
doctors had permitted us to visit mom twice a week and bring
her a gift if we wanted to. Thinking of that happy thought I
jolted back to reality. Ok, back to my morning. I have to use
my phone now to learn to cook, not just see funny cat videos.
I had to learn how to cook today. It took me a while to find
the bread and the vessels. I started off trying to toast bread.
I was a pro. I burned only first two and didn’t burn the rest. I
tried to break eggs and believe it or not, I broke it in a perfect
shape after maybe 3 tries only. I heard it takes people days to
master that. I started wondering if I had a cooking talent or it
was just pure luck. Maybe it was a talent since mom got a job
in the best bakery in town. I started off with baking so it could
help me in the Bakery. In case you were wondering about the
name of the bakery, it’s (I am not joking) ‘Bakery.’ I moved on to
the higher level, The Cake. I was thinking of making a sponge
cake using a simple recipe mom usually uses on Christmas. I
was not scared that it will come out burnt because I was sure
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it will come out that way. While it was baking, I had my toast
with an egg. My cake came out only slightly burnt. Yay! Well,
Aunt Linda and her kids are coming over today so all of us had
a slightly burnt snack.
My friends came over today evening. Sally tells me that her
mum a.k.a Aunt Linda lets her stay for a sleepover if I was
ok with it. Duh, Of course I was. She is always there for me
when I need moral support so that’s another reason, she was
my best friend ever. Dan and Sam went over to Aunt Linda’s
house to have their own sleepover. Sally and I were watching
movie after movie with some burnt cake. After about three
movies, we had to go for dinner. That was the time to catch
up on everything going on with our lives. We had dinner and
off we went again to complete our fourth film. We stayed
up not taking our eyes of the screen until way past bedtime.
We were trying to keep our eyes open but failed. Getting
extremely sleepy, pushed our heads to our pillows.
The next day we were getting our test papers. I was confident
enough with myself. I noted down the answers rapidly. After
the papers were collected, I was wondering how surprised
the teachers and mom will be when they see my scores. When
the papers were being distributed, I was horrified to see I
had only gotten 40%. Before I used to not even prepare for
my tests yet, I had gotten more than what I had gotten now.
I was wondering aloud to Sally about my marks. She told me
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to notice myself and correct myself if I was doing something
wrong. I decided to take her advice because there was not
much I could do.
After a few days I was getting exhausted and overslept
because of working too much. That resulted in going to school
late. Then my pillow turned from cotton into a wooden table.
I was getting a good and close look in all the walls of the
room labelled ‘Detention.’ I was called to the principal’s office
once. I walked there, my legs shaking (because of the fear
or lack of sleep, I wasn’t sure) and held up the courage to
knock the door. There he was, one big, scary Principal. I went
in and took a seat. I was surprised to find that he was kinder
than I had imagined. Much kinder. He gave me an hour-long
speech and I was bored out of my mind. I was clever and
secretive enough to steal my phone in there and recorded
what he said so I could hear it when I was in the right mind (or
if I couldn’t sleep at night). Kidding, I heard his speech top to
bottom (and recorded it). I told Sally everything and she told
me what every friend tells one another - ‘I’m here for you.’ but
I know she meant it. I went home and Aunt Linda was there.
I told her all about what I did the full day because I usually
tell mom but now I couldn’t so I told Aunt Linda instead. She
advised me to change my routine and complete my homework
in my school breaks before chatting with friends, and told me
that she will tell Sally to help me. She also told me to tell
my teachers about mom and ask them if they could give me
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some advice. I was adamant to follow it. As usual, I won the
battle and Aunt Linda gave up on lecturing me. I lay awake
throughout the night thinking about what she said and decided
to try it out. There was not much to lose anymore was there?
Next day at school, when I told Mrs. Smith, she was kind and
understanding enough to give me extra classes on weekends.
I made up my mind to stop (reduce) pranking her. I was
catching up on school work and I completed my homework
on breaks and sure enough went back to school on time,
and I wasn’t lagging behind anymore. I was getting used to
the new routine. Sally and Audrey were helping me with my
homework and also were completing theirs’s along with me. I
don’t know what I could do without them.
After a few weeks or so, the scholarship exam took place.
I was getting all sweaty sitting in the exam hall. It was the
size of a football stadium. My heart was telling the mantra
‘I would fail’ over and over again. On the other hand (or in
this case brain) my brain was chanting ‘You can do it’. When
we got the paper, I was shaking. I couldn’t concentrate but I
think I had studied pretty well. My brain won this round. Not
only did I pass, but I also got a scholarship of $ 25,000. I had
enough to buy a mansion. But I was happy and comfortable
with where I was living so I decided to start saving up. I
almost forgot about my dance and gymnastics competitions.
I had some time left so, I used it all up for practicing. I won
3rd place in gymnastics and 1st place in dance. That was
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probably the happiest day of my life. After days of waiting,
mom was finally back from the hospital.
I continued my same routine and started concentrating more
in class (and played some pranks). No one could wipe the
smile off my glowing face. I honestly don’t remember being
this happy in ages. I will never forget all I learnt during this
time. I really need to do something to repay all the people
who helped me. Any ideas? Thank you my mind for pushing
me to do hard work. And do you know the quote ‘There is no
thing as failure, only learning experiences.’
….........................................................................

The END
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Linda, Savita and Trinek also known as ‘The Fabulous Three’
are best friends. They study in the same school. They are
selected for a basketball tournament. But suddenly their
captain Subash goes missing and they start investigating. Will
they be able to find Subash before the tournament? Read the
story further to know what happened.
Enjoy Reading!
SaiKeerthana [Author]
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The main characters:
• Linda - She is very interested in outdoor sports and
passionate about learning new things. She is shy with
unknown people.
• Savita - She is very interested in Literature and loves
reading books.
• Trinek - He is a genius in computer science and is
adventurous.
• Subash - He is the topper of the class. He was even given
a beautiful pen by their teacher for studying well.
Linda, Savita and Trinek were best friends from childhood.
They were brave and kind and had many good qualities in
them. So they were called ‘The Fabulous Three’.
“Guys, I got some exciting news!” exclaimed Trinek. Linda
and Savita were curious to know what was the ‘exciting
news’ Trinek was talking about. Then Trinek noticed their
curious faces and said, “We are selected for the upcoming
basketball tournament for which we have been practising a
lot! Our captain is Subash. I got this news from him. We will
be practicing daily, so bring an extra pair of clothes with you.”
While Trinek and Savita started dancing, Linda looked glum.
Savita noticed Linda’s sad face and asked - “Hey Linda, why
are you upset? I thought you would be happy. Then Linda said
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- “I am not going to participate in the competition, so there is
no need for me to come for practice.”
Savita and Trinek knew that Linda was shy. They also knew that
she was not participating because of her shyness. They tried
to help her overcome her shyness but all in vain. They knew
that Linda loved basketball and would love to take part in the
tournament. So they hatched a plan to help Linda overcome
her shyness.
They invited Savita’s cousin to play with them. When Savita
took her cousin to Linda to introduce her, she walked away.
Savita ignored Linda and started playing with Trinek and her
cousin. Linda started getting bored. So, she gathered up her
courage and went and introduced herself to Savita’s cousin
and started playing by which she overcame her shyness. After
Savita’s cousin left, she thanked her friends for helping her
overcome her shyness.
During the first day of practice they learnt different ways of
passing the ball. The whole team practiced very hard. From
the second day Subash stopped coming for practice. Every
day the coach was teaching something new. The coach was
happy about their improvements but he was worried about
Subash’s absence.
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Suddenly, one day a policeman came to their school and
started enquiring about Subash. After answering all his
questions, the coach asked the police why he was asking
about Subash. Then the policeman said - “Subash has been
missing for a week.” Then the police left.
Everyone was surprised to hear that Subash was missing.
The Fabulous Three went to Subash’s home to check how his
mother was. She was crying. The Fabulous Three comforted
Subash’s mother and returned.
Then they went to the nearby park and started thinking what
could have happened to Subash. They were occupied with the
thought – “Where was Subash?” Then Linda said - “Someone
from the opposite team from the tournament could have done
so that we don’t win.”
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Then Savita replied - “Guys, let’s not jump to conclusions right
now. We might be wrong. We will go home and eat lunch and
gather here at 4pm. We can’t think with empty stomachs.”
Everyone agreed.
While they were returning to their homes, they saw Subash’s
new shoe which he bought for his tournament. They wondered
why his shoe was lying there and started searching nearby
areas. Then they found his pen which was gifted by their
teacher. They wondered if all these clues were left by Subash
purposely, so that they would find him.
They started searching the nearby areas of the place where
they found his pen. But then Linda said - “Guys, do you think
we should do this. I think we should inform the police about
this. Please guys, let’s leave. I am scared.”
Then Trinek replied - “Linda, he is our friend. And we are also
not sure if these clues are related to Subash’s missing issue.
We should not even waste the police’s time by telling wrong
clues. And by the way this is like an adventure and you know
that I love adventures. Linda giggled and accepted.
They searched a lot but weren’t able to find Subash or any
other clue related to his absence. They got tired of searching
and decided to go to a restaurant to eat and drink something.
They started searching for a nearby restaurant and found one
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quickly. In the restaurant they found a waiter wearing a watch
similar to Subash’s.
They went to the waiter and asked where he found the watch.
The waiter got frightened thinking that these kids suspect him
for stealing the watch. Then he replied - “I didn’t steal this
watch. I found it when I went to deliver food. If you want, I can
take you there.”
The Fabulous Three agreed and they went with the waiter to
that place. After taking them to that place, the waiter left.
Then they started searching for clues. Then Savita found a
different and scary looking house. On the roof was written ‘Witch Den’.
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Curiously and cautiously they opened the door and saw many
children working as slaves for a witch. The witch then saw
The Fabulous Three and exclaimed, “Wow! I have three more
slaves. One can do my manicure, one can wash the vessels
and one can cook food for me.” The Fabulous Three got angry
and started fighting with the witch. But they were not able to
defeat her. Savita then suggested – “Guys, let’s try pouring
some magic potions on her. She might be defeated in that
way.”
Trinek and Linda thought it was a great idea and started
pouring magic potions on her but none of them worked. Then
Savita noticed a magic potion which was kept near the witch
and turned to her friends and said - “Guys, look there, in the
witch’s pocket. There is a magic potion kept safely in her
pocket. I think we should pour it on the witch.”
Then Linda said - “You are a genius, sis. You always have
great ideas. Let us try it.”
Trinek also thought it was a good idea and said - “But how
are we supposed to get that potion. It is very close to her.”
Then Linda said - “I have a plan. Trinek, take a magic potion
and pour it on the floor.”
Trinek did as he was told. When the witch stepped on the
water, she slipped, and the potion in her pocket came out.
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Linda then jumped and caught the potion and poured it on
the witch by which she disappeared.
The Fabulous Three then released all the children and went to
the police station to inform all the parents of the children. The
police appreciated The Fabulous Three.
They saved Subash just before five days of the tournament.
Then they taught Subash all the techniques explained by their
coach. They practiced a lot during those five days. During the
day of the tournament, they left to the court at 7:30 a.m.
Subash was feeling nervous and said to the Fabulous Three “Guys, I don’t think I have enough practise. How am I going to
help the team in the tournament?”
Then Trinek joked - “Oh no! How are we going to win the
tournament if the captain is himself not confident?”
Then Linda said - “Trinek stop joking. It will make him sadder.
Then she turned to Subash and said, “Subash don’t worry, you
have got enough practice.”
Subash got confidence. Due to their hard work and teamwork
they won the match.
While they were coming back from the court, their coach
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asked Subash why he was missing for a whole week and how
he performed well without much practice. Then Subash told
him all about the witch and how The Fabulous Three rescued
him. And how they helped him in learning the techniques in a
short time. By the time they reached home, the police told the
media about the Fabulous Three’s bravery.
Their parents, teachers and friends were very proud of them.
They received a prize from the Prime Minister of India during
Independence Day. He encouraged everyone to be brave like
them. Due to their brave act they became popular all over
India.

THE END
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There was a TV show in Mumbai, named, ‘What incident?’
- in which every month, a special person would share an
incident from their life with the whole city, since this show
was broadcast over every television network.
Every month, people would have to enter their names to
participate and they would be nominated by a lucky draw.
This month, Aishwarya Singh (a model) was lucky enough to
be nominated after so many months of trying. The show was
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taking place the very next day. She was very excited.
The following day, she got ready and came to the venue.
There was a makeup stylist who put makeup on her. The show
started after a few hours.
The show was broadcast live on all the television networks.
The host started the show by saying, “Welcome back to ‘What
Incident?’ - where people share their life incidents with the
whole city. Today we have a very special guest, who is very
eager to share her story. Everyone, please welcome, the one
and only, Aishwarya Singh!”
“Hello everyone, I’m Aishwarya Singh. I am 16 years old. I have
come to share a story that I faced along with my best friend,
Priyanka Khan a year back, which is not very long ago. Before
I tell you what happened, let me introduce you to my best
friend and myself.
The both of us are totally different people. Priyanka is almost a
full all-rounder. She topped every subject in every test, she is
the sport star of the class and is disciplined. She is a kind and
generous person at heart. She is a very sneaky and physically
strong person too. She is fair (both in looks and personality),
has curly hair and wears glasses.
I am, well, a fashionista. I will do anything to buy dresses and
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accessories. There is literally no problem related to fashion
that I could not fix. I am a very happy person at heart. I am
known for my boldness. I am fair and have very straight hair.
We lived in a tall apartment in Mumbai. Both of our families
lived on the 24th floor next to each other. The Khans and
the Singhs started a new tradition. We started spending
weekends together once in three months. We started with a
place where we could enjoy the whole day, Kidzania.
We reached there in the morning, waited in the line and then
entered the ‘city’ filled with kids and teens, a place where
kids earn money and spend it on items from shops. Priyanka
and I had tons of fun. We worked, did fun activities and spent
kidZo’s.
At noon, Priyanka and I went to the Nutella factory and made
Nutella, while our parents were at the entrance shopping for
stuff. I knew this as they called me while I was in the factory
and informed us where they were.
We finished our shift in the factory after having a delicious
Nutella sandwich. We went to the entrance and found them
missing. We searched the whole area but still couldn’t find
them. We tried reaching our parents, but all of their phones
were switched off. My mother never switches her phone off.”
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“What did the both of you do after that? Sorry, I am just
curious,” said the host.
“It is okay to be curious, you know. As I was saying, to find out
what happened to our families, we decided to interrogate
people. There were many people, so it took us some time.
Some people felt bad for us, a few were concerned about us
but still did nothing, and the rest of them laughed, as we are
just teenagers.
We didn’t get any information. We thought for some time and
realized that we had done everything other than checking
the security cameras. So, we went to the security office. We
found three guards guarding the office. We explained our
situation.
The first guard went in with the door open and was talking
to another person who looked like the head of the security
guards, the second one mumbled something and the third
one hesitated. It took some time, but they let us in eventually.
The way they let us in sounded rather suspicious to us.
It was of no use to check the security cameras as it blacked
out correctly at that time. When we were about to head out,
Priyanka couldn’t help but ask me whether we can interrogate
them. I was also thinking about it, so I agreed.
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We had a rough time making each and every person sit down
and tell the truth. I was the one interrogating (as interrogating
is my strong suit) and Priyanka was standing next to me.
They eventually confessed that they kidnapped our parents, as
they thought that no one would believe a couple of teenagers.
But behind their backs, Priyanka was recording every single
detail on her phone as evidence.
After we left the office, we called up the police and sent
them our evidence. They heard the recording and arrested
them. They made them confess the place where they kept
our parents, but couldn’t make them confess the reason they
did this. They found out that the chief was the ultimate culprit
through interrogation. We immediately rushed to the area and
found the four of them alive but unconscious and severely
injured.
We admitted them to the hospital. When they regained
consciousness and could speak without any pain, we asked
them whether they knew the reason. Priyanka’s father said that
he might know why. My mother and father had filed a case
against the chief’s brother (Mr. Mohan), who had poisoned
his boss. The boss happened to be my mother’s brother, and
had once humiliated Mr. Mohan in front of the public for illtreating the other employees badly.
Priyanka’s father was their lawyer and the reason he was put
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to death–sentence. He knew that Mr. Mohan was the chief’s
brother because he was next to him and both of them looked
similar. The chief also kept calling him ‘brother’. Priyanka’s
mother is a police officer. She was the one who was appointed
to kill him.
Hearing this explanation, the both of us were shocked. I am
guessing that he heard that we were coming there and thought
that he could take this opportunity to kidnap us altogether.
But he only found our parents.
All the drama aside, only a few weeks back, our parents were
discharged from the hospital. They aren’t completely well, but
are good enough to go to work.”
“Wow! Your story sounds almost unbelievable. How come this
incident didn’t come on TV?” asked the host.
“It didn’t come on TV since we didn’t want to make this a big
issue, but it did come in a small section of all the newspapers.
It is okay to feel it is unbelievable, but this is a real incident.
Even I felt it was an unbelievable incident while I narrated it
to you.”
“It came in the newspaper? I read newspapers every day, I think
I must have missed it. Thank you for coming here Aishwarya,
we all had a great time listening to your incident.”
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“Thank you for having me here, it was a great opportunity for
me to share my incident with everyone,” replied Aishwarya.
“That’s awesome. That’s it for today, if you want to get
nominated the next time, please enter your name in the
following place and following date, and we will see you all
next month. Bye!”
After the show ended, Aishwarya left home to meet her
parents, who were eagerly watching the show.

The END
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The closest person to her heart is her mother. According to
her, her mother is her role model. Overall, she lives a happy
life.
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Once there lived a very helpful and smart boy called John.
John’s mother Rina used to make John do his homework
everyday and practice drawing, but John liked to play football
and wanted to become a popular football player.
One day John asked his mother to put him in a football
academy, but his mother refused because she liked saving
money and using it for emergencies. At school, he used to get
inspired by a boy called Sam who played football very well.
Sam was a fourth grader and John who was a third grader
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was not allowed to play football. Sam said, “Oh no, if you
were in fourth grade you could have played with me.”
His mother wanted him to study and become a lawyer but
John wanted to play football, get many trophies and become
the best footballer in the world.
When John went to fourth grade, he was happy to be allowed
to play football. He had a lot of fun playing than watching
Sam play. It was easy for John to play because he had
learned some tactics from Sam. Sam helped him a lot and
now everyone was amazed at how well he played. His mom
found he had a lot of interest in playing football because he
practiced everyday.
The following week, Miss Martin made an announcement for a
competition. She asked the students about their participation
as it was a great opportunity. They were asked to practice at
home. Then John went and gave his name for the competition.
He was very excited. Miss Martin said, “You will even get rupees
forty thousand cash prize when you become the winner and
for the best player you will win rupees eighty thousand cash
prize.”
After school, John went to his mother and told her about the
competition. She said that John has to win the competition.
She said she would arrange a coach for a day, so they could
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save money. She promised him she would allow him to follow
his dream of being a football player if he won the competition
and went to Spain. John had learned a lot of important
techniques from his one day training and was hopeful.
Then the day of the competition arrived. When John reached
the ground, his heart was pounding with excitement and he
was a little bit nervous because he could see the opposite
team who was strong and also the spectators. The referee
blew the whistle and the game started.
The players faced each other and the game began. Both teams
played extremely well and they had equal points. Everyone
started cheering. John put in his best effort. Then he tried
to use every skill he had learned. Both teams scored equal
numbers of goals. Then it was time for a penalty shoot out.
The spectators watched in tense silence. John kicked the last
ball and it was a goal. The spectators started cheering. Then
the host announced the winner. She said, “The best player is
Ron.” The stadium was quiet as no one knew who Ron was.
“Sorry! It is John and he gets eighty thousand rupees! Also
he gets fifty thousand for the captainship and he is directly
selected!”
John’s mother Rina was very happy that he had performed
really well. After the competition everyone came and asked
for John’s autograph. His mom was so proud. She felt that
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John did better than she expected. He was happy that his
mom was happy.
The next morning, he packed his bags and went to Spain
with his team. John had a lot of fun. He played Pictionary,
Monopoly and had a lot of fun on the flight. After some hours
they reached Spain. It was a long journey.
Then when they came out of the airport, everyone cheered
for their team. John and his team were surprised. The coach
in Spain was a smart lady called Riya. She met them at the
airport and escorted them to a hotel. The staff at the hotel
welcomed them. When John was checking in the room they
informed him that there were not enough rooms and they were
really sorry. John said fine he would take care. John said thank
you and he went. Then he told his team about the rooms. A
boy from his team said, “I know a hotel but they have only two
rooms.” John said let some stay here and let some come with
us. Then they all went to another hotel. When they entered the
hotel, they saw a beautiful place and they went inside and
they had a lot of fun and enjoyed themselves.
At night someone came to kill John. John fought hard to defend
himself, but his hand got slashed and he started bleeding. The
attacker left suddenly. John did not know what to do. Then he
closed his eyes for a second. Then took his phone and thought
of calling his friends but he could not remember and finally
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found the number and told what happened. Then his friends
came and took him to the hospital. Then John’s mom called
Riya and told her what happened to John. His mother asked
for him to come back as she was upset. Then his coach said,
“I will give a lot of security to him.” His coach said he will miss
his chance. His mother said, ““Fine! You are responsible if he
dies,” and cut the call.
John’s team, his mom and his friends all made a get well soon
card for him. He was very happy with the cards. He began to
feel better.
The next day the coach gathered everyone and advised them
to reduce all the fun and do physical exercises and gave them
an exercise routine. The coach told them to observe how the
opposition played. This would help them to understand their
weaknesses. They practiced headshot, knee shot, and aimed
at the goal. So that it would be easy for them to hit the goal.
They did some push-ups.
They also paid attention to the food they ate and played a trial
match. Their coach divided them into teams and they started
playing. John tried to do a headshot and it went to the goal
post, the goal keeper did not block it. Then the opposition
also hit the goal when the time was over. The coach said,
“Well played.” After one month of practice it was the day of
the match so John’s mother came to Spain. John wanted to
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win and become the best. This match was between Barcelona
and Real Madrid.
John’s team was Barcelona. They all started playing. Then
John went to take the ball from Kim in the opposite team and
he made a head shot. Then Barcelona got a point. Next, Jen
from Barcelona got the ball and scored a point. After which,
Real Madrid got the ball. The audience did not know who
would win because both had equal points.Finally John gave a
shot. The ball flew high up and went for a goal. Then everyone
cheered and Barcelona got the trophy, and John’s mother
bought everyone gifts, and John felt really happy. The host
said, “I think Barcelona won because of John the captain; he
gets the trophy! He also gets fifty thousand dollars.”
Later, everyone went to the hotel. They gave gifts to John and
his team and they were very happy. John’s mom was very
proud that he had won. When he grew up he married a girl
named Luna and lived happily ever after. Done Done Done.....

The END
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Once in New York, there lived two girls named Errica Smith &
Sara James. Errica was a poor, pretty and a kind-hearted girl.
She had blue eyes and long blonde curly hair. Even Sara was
a pretty girl with blue eyes but she was rich and had short
brown curly hair. They studied in Transfigureation Catholic
School. They were in Grade 12. They were the class toppers.
Unfortunately, they hated each other. Sara lived in Madison
Avenue and Errica lived in Minetta Street. The last day before
summer holidays during lunch, Errica found a diary in the
school canteen, she went to the classroom as no one was
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there and read the first page of the diary. She was shocked
to see a mysterious riddle:
If you want to be a pirate
You will need this without fail
So that you can travel around
You need something you can sail
If the riddle is solved
Get one step closer to the mystery
Of the enchanted dragon
Or a step away …..
Suddenly Sara came into the classroom and heard the riddle.
She asked, “What was that?”
Errica said, “It’s nothing.”
Sara replied, “If you don’t tell me I will tell the whole school
about it!” Then Errica shut the door and explained to Sara
everything.
Sara said, “Let’s try solving the riddle by ourselves.” Errica
rejected the idea, but Sara didn’t listen and forced Errica
to join the adventure. Errica asked Sara to meet her at the
Riverside Park tomorrow 1:00 pm after lunch. Errica also asked
Sara to inform at her house that she is going to a fun camp
with her friends.
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The next day they got ready with full preparations and met
at the park and started trying to solve the riddle. Sara said, “I
think it’s a ship.”
Errica asked, “But, there are so many ships! How would we
know which one of those the riddle points to?” Suddenly a
piece of newspaper flew on Errica’s face; when she removed
it, she saw an article about the 142-year-old dragon ship
found near the enchanted forest.
Errica connected the clues and said, “Sara the 142-year-old
dragon ship is the answer to the riddle!” Then Errica explained
to Sara about the clues and they went to the ship and silently
creeped inside because the reporters were showing the ship
live on the television. Sara saw a pretty circular pendant and
showed it to Errica. She said, “It could even be a clue better
we keep it.”
Then the book opened to the next page and showed:
Well done ladies,
I am a US city
But I am not the capital
I have the Hudson River
And I’m known as the Big Apple
Find the gold chest and learn the form
That will help you fight the enchanted dragon all along.
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The girls start thinking about the riddle and Sara said, “Let’s
look for the chest near the Hudson River.” They went to the
Hudson River and as soon as they started searching, they saw
people running towards them and they soon saw a dragon
burning all the people with its flame. The girls ran and sat in a
cave and discussed about the dragon, “We have to solve the
riddle to fight and kill the dragon.”

Fortunately Sara was sitting on the chest. Errica said, “Sara!
You found the chest.” They saw that they needed a key to
open the chest. Suddenly the circular pendant turned into
a key. Then they opened the chest and saw some weapons
and all of a sudden something glittery went into them. Then
a woman came out of the chest and said, “I will be training
you about how to use these weapons and how to fight.” She
added, “The glittery thing which went in you is the magic,
which will only work when you know what magic it is and after
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the training you will become superheroes.”
Then they started the training and went on for two days. After
two days of training they became superheroes and named
their team ‘The Girls Squad’. Then the book opened its third
page:
The girls started their journey to the enchanted dragon. On
their way they soon found a sea but no boat or ship to sail
on. Suddenly one of the weapons turned into a huge ship.
The girls sailed on the ship. Sara was handling the steering,
while Errica was practicing different moves to fight against
the dragon. Suddenly a storm came and Sara was not able
to control the ship and they moved from side to side. They fell
down unconscious. When they woke-up they found themselves
in the enchanted forest! They were very happy.
They came down from the ship and went inside the enchanted
forest. They saw a wooden tree house, Sara said, “Errica, we
shall keep our weapons and things over here.”
Errica replied, “Fine, and we will also discuss our plans.” They
went inside and lit the lamps. They then saw the dragon coming
and silently sat down. As soon as the dragon went they stood
up and practiced fighting. They slept and in the morning they
went in search of the enchanted dragon. Unfortunately the
dragon wasn’t in the cave. The girls screamed, “Our ship,”
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and ran towards their ship and found the enchanted dragon
near their ship. They then started fighting and Errica grabbed
a rope, flew and kicked the dragon. They used their weapons
and fought bravely. Sara asked Errica to stop and immediately
come with her and hide. Errica went with Sara and the dragon
was trying to find them. Errica asked, “Why did you call me
here?” Sara replied, “Let’s make a plan to destroy the dragon,
then we will fight with him.” Errica agreed. Then the book
opened its fourth page:
If want to destroy the dragon, follow my words:
What costs nothing but
Is worth everything
Weighs nothing but
Lasts a lifetime
That one person can’t own
But you two can share…
Sara asked, “What could it be?” Both of them tried to think
about the riddle. All of a sudden the dragon saw them and
came to fight. The girls start fighting. Suddenly Errica’s leg
slipped and she fell down. The dragon was going to crush
Errica but Sara came in the middle to save Errica. Both Sara
and Errica were thrown up in the air. Then a powerful rainbow
beam came out from them and went into the dragon’s body
and destroyed the dragon completely. The girls were very

112

THE YOUNG AND HAPPY STORYBOOK - SEASON 2

happy and Errica said, “The answer is the Power of Friendship.”
Then the book opened its fifth page and showed:
Well done! Now you have become real superheroes and you
have your magic too. Your duty from now is to protect the
world.
The girls returned from their journey. During this time they
became best friends and this journey and ‘The Girls Squad’
remained a secret. They continued to save the world from evil
creatures.

The END
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This is a story about Mahitha and Grace, Mahitha loves to
pretend that Grace is her sister because she does not have
one and she wishes that Grace could be a real girl one day.
They both love each other a lot, they live in a huge gigantic
pink house where there are a lot of flowers and nature. It
rains a lot where Grace and Mahitha live. They love to jump
in the puddles together. There are a few people who come to
their house but not always.
Mahitha is 20 years old, Grace is a doll but she has a tag on
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her clothes that says she is 18 years old. They both were almost
the same age. Mahitha likes to wear fancy shorts and tops
most of the time, Grace loves dresses with different patterns
and shapes on it. In food, Mahitha is picky about her food so
she will eat whatever she wants but not junk. Mahitha does
not know what Grace eats because she is just a doll.
Mahitha and Grace were both outside playing and there was
heavy rain. They had to get inside the house quickly so that
their clothes didn’t get wet. Mahitha hates her clothes getting
wet in the rain. They got inside and rushed to their room. While
they both were sleeping there were loud noises like thunder
and lightning, and Mahitha was very scared. Mahitha was in
deep sleep, she did not realize when a magical light went
inside Grace’s body to make her a real girl.
Grace said, “Hello...” and Mahitha got up and heard a sweet
voice. She looked right up and saw bright eyes that almost
looked like sunlight, a pretty dress, black hair, and a beautiful
face. Then Mahitha realized Grace was alive. She was so
surprised and very excited to see her become a real girl!
Mahitha and Grace were both chit-chatting and having a
lot of fun! Mahitha was asking a lot of questions to Grace.
Mahitha got to know Grace was very scared of the dark.
Mahitha was also scared of the dark. And on that same day,
the current went off!
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They both forgot to keep a torchlight next to them just in case
of an emergency, that night was horrible, there were weird
noises and scary too. They had to find a way so that they both
could stay safe in the house because there was heavy rain
and a flood happening. They had to find a solution or else the
whole place would be filled with water and they would be
SINKING INSIDE! So then Grace and Mahitha found a way so
that they could keep the water away from them.

They both took a GIANT rare floaty and put it all around their
house so that they could be safe and the house can drift
away. While they both were moving inside the house Mahitha
suddenly heard a drop of water, they both went to check what
that was and it was a HOLE in their house! They had to find a
cloth or something to put on the top of the roof leak and they
did that, but the cloth was not strong enough to hold all the
dripping water so Grace had an idea and said: “Hey! Maybe
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we can put some of the black tape which will hold all the
water in place!” Then Mahitha said, “Sure, that will work, let’s
do this as a team!” They started to do that. Both of them were
very happy and they slept.
The next week went by. Grace and Mahitha were inside and
they heard from the radio that it was going to rain. They
both looked at each other with a very scared looking faces.
Together they sighed, “Oh no!” Grace said, “We have to look
for things that we need overnight, right? Mahitha, we do not
want the same thing that happened last time!” Mahitha said,
“OH GOD, I just wished this never happened. Oh, and yes we
do need to get our stuff and we need to be really prepared!”
They both rushed into the house and got all the things that
they needed for the night. They got a water bottle, some food,
torchlight, all their dolls to cuddle with, and some calming
music so that they can go to bed safe and sound.
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Thank God, they did that, because the current went off again
and they had to get their torchlight and they both told scary
stories to each other which they liked to do. They went to
bed with the calming music. They put a lot of pillows around
them to make it feel very cozy, warm and cuddly. They had a
blast because in the beginning while they both were hearing
and listening to the radio and looked at each other’s face
and said, “oh no”, they were making their fort, so when the
power goes off they could go inside and have a midnight
feast where they can tell stories, jokes, and have a pillow
fight. It was super amazing for both of them, they enjoyed the
night very much!

The END
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A detective was seated with her friends in a bar, relaxing and
eating. The detective had reserved all the tables in the bar,
because she didn’t want to be disturbed. The conversation
was mostly about the week that just passed and about how
it felt. She was also discussing the cases and the sudden
increase in the crime rate in the city. The detective switched
on the TV and to her shock the news reporter was reporting
- “Detective Kelly has solved a very tough case about a girl’s
safety. The perpetrator John has been arrested and Kelly has
been appreciated for her remarkable work in the case.”
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Her friends started cheering on hearing this piece of news
and everyone at the bar was cheering Kelly the detective.
She lived in Chicago, Illinois. Kelly was a tall, dark, beautiful
and bold woman who was a FBI detective agent. She ran
a martial arts class for the underprivileged girls, where she
taught them to fight and handle difficult situations. She felt
that every girl in the world should be able to fight for herself
which will make the world a better place.
Kelly was born in a small town named Waukegan, 30 miles
from Chicago. She was born in an Afro-American family. Her
father owned an electronics shop, while her mother was a
nurse. She had two siblings, Jim her younger brother and Rose
her elder sister. The three of them had a best friend named
Mini. He was their only friend. Life was running smoothly, with
two siblings, busy with school and martial arts tournaments
where Kelly would always win.
Everything was fine, until one day, life turned ugly, when her
father disowned the family. Kelly was only ten years old at
that time. She didn’t know the reason for her father’s actions.
She started to cry that her dad left without even saying a
goodbye, kiss or a hug. At that time, she didn’t know what
disowned was but she felt the pinch of a missing father. She
loved her father so much as she had a close father–daughter
bonding with him. Friends at school started to tease her
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because father left her and her family. Even Mini, the siblings’
best friend teased her.
After her father left, her mother had to work hard to support
the family. She studied hard as the family did not have money
to support education. She joined the army and worked for
four years. After four years, she decided to be an FBI agent
and worked hard. She got the job and wrote in her diary that
it was her first victory in 1999.
That day was 2nd January 2000, when she joined duty. Her
officer welcomed her and said, “Kelly, very good to see you on
time! Here is a case file. Go to your desk and study this.” Kelly
was pleasantly surprised and replied, “Thanks sir. But why a
case on my first day of duty?”
“Kelly, in your resume, we read that you had undergone army
training and had outstanding skills. So, this is a case offered
to you on the first day,” the officer replied. So, Kelly returned to
her desk and started to read the case. While she was reading,
she noticed that this case was about a museum which was
bombed. The museum which was bombed was the Dusable
Museum of African-American History.
The museum was founded in February 1961. It is an educational
resource and the museum contains more than 13000 artefacts
within its compound. When she was reading the case, she
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found two very important people: One was Mini, her childhood
best friend and the other one was Natalie, her martial arts
student. Now she was shocked to see both of them in the
case. She started to become emotional that she was serving
her country and while she had criminal friends. Also, she had
to arrest them and be a cause of her own friend’s arrest.
Now let’s talk about Natalie and her life and pause Kelly’s life
for some time. Natalie was transgender and she was born in
Chicago. Her parents died in a car accident when she was
one year old.
Her grandparents were too old to take care of her. So, they
gave her away to an orphanage. She grew up there until she
was sixteen. After that the orphanage didn’t take care of
her. So, she had to live in the streets. One day as she was
walking, she saw a martial arts class. She decided to sign up
for the classes, as she always wanted to learn a skill. As she
started to attend the classes, she became brave. She was
inspired by coach Kelly because she was brave and also liked
her because she gave more attention to Natalie.
Now Natalie was really happy and overjoyed as she felt brave
for the first time. Natalie wanted a job. She knew that she
could just master being a janitor as she didn’t have a degree.
So, she applied for a job at the Dusable Museum of AfricanAmerican history.

124

THE YOUNG AND HAPPY STORYBOOK - SEASON 2

Coming back to Kelly, she was shocked. So, she drove to the
museum at a high speed. When she reached there, there
was such a crowd that she couldn’t go in. Finally, she saw
her FBI head standing there waiting for her. So, she went in
with him. When they went in, they could see many paintings
missing. Many walls were broken. Then she met Natalie sitting
in a corner looking very puzzled and not knowing what was
happening.
She went near her and asked, “Do you know that the museum
has been bombed and you are a criminal?”
“No, I am not a criminal! But I know that the museum is bombed,”
replied Natalie starting to cry. “Then why are you in this case
file,” asked Kelly, with a stern face.
Natalie then replied, “When I joined here, I had no friends.
Mini became my friend. One day he started asking questions
about the museum like when does the museum close, does
the museum have burglar alarms. Also, about myself, such as
when do you leave the museum etc. I also answered them. My
other colleague told me that she had seen Mini take museum
files which were top secret. only the museum secretary knew
the contents. I thought to tell the police but I had no evidence
to prove this. This is all I know Kelly. Even if you torture me, I
will say the same thing, because this is all I know.”
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Natalie looked as though she was about to cry and
kill herself. “Thank you Natalie, I believe you,” said
Kelly with a soft smile thinking she calmed Natalie.
Kelly opened the case and she saw what was stolen.

1. A diary of Henry Dean
2. A strong table desk of activist Ida Wells
3. A violin of Poet Lawrence Dunbar
4. Paper work from scholar William Edwin
5. Henry Osswa Tanner’s paintings
6. Rameroe Berdanris extensive collection of books on racism

126

THE YOUNG AND HAPPY STORYBOOK - SEASON 2

Below the list there was an interrogation session, so Kelly read
it up. In the interview session they had found that gangsters
have stolen unusual things. One gangster was asked, “Why
did you steal the desk of Ida Wells?” He replied, “I thought
the table would be useful because I do paperwork for my
boss and it’s also teak wood which I can’t afford to buy.” Kelly
thought it was foolish. She waved bye to Natalie as she had
to go home. When she went home, she was very tired. Her
sister called up and informed her that she is going to come to
Kelly’s house.
This time Kelly couldn’t prepare food for her sister as she used
to do. Once Rose arrived, she said, “Congratulations Kelly.
Have some cake.”
“Oh,” Kelly Sighed. Rose picked the case file which was near
Kelly as she was also an FBI head in another branch. She
took the file and read the whole case until she came to a
halt. She saw a picture of Obama painted by Kehinde Welly
in 2018. She knew it was her sister’s favorite painting. It was a
picture where Obama was seated in a nice dark wood chair.
The background was green with white and pink flowers about
it. Rose handed the picture to Kelly and Kelly saw it. She was
shocked that she didn’t read the whole case file and missed
to see this bit. She read the paragraph below the picture. This
photo was shifted to this museum for safety and was stolen
the next day. Rose left advising Kelly - “Read the case file
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properly.” I think there is a crime head connected to this case
and you may find his file in the office.
Kelly didn’t sleep well that night as she was thinking about the
case file. Next morning, she got ready and left for the office.
In the office she specifically searched for the file. She found
a file named ‘Crime Head for Museum Bombing’. She took
her car to the museum and picked up Natalie, just in case
Natalie knew him. She drove her car very fast, so fast that
Natalie jumped thrice and hit herself on the roof of the car.
Kelly reached a building which was closed by a shutter. Both
of them opened the shutter and to Kelly’s surprise she found
Nolan and Mini.
She started talking, “Nolan, what a recognizable face. You
are Jim, aren’t you?” And Mini, our best friend. “Why are you
at the crime scene?” she said, then she started to cry. Natalie
patted her and gave her a hug trying to calm her friend.
“Kelly, you are right. My real name is Jim. And I am here at
the crime place with Mini because It’s my job. I was very poor
at studies and sports. So, crime was the job that I got to
survive in the world. Even Mini has crime as his job. Universally
people like us have only one job and that is crime. Now that
you have discovered our hiding place, you are going to arrest
and torture us. To prevent that, I am going to shoot you and
your friend,” said Jim laughing.
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“You call shooting peaceful” Really? Jim, you have changed a
lot. After father disowned us you started doing crimes. I don’t
know what father will think of you Jim,” told Kelly, who was so
sad, angry and confused.
“Mmmpphh… do you know the state of our father, he is a cr…”
- stopped Jim, which he didn’t want Kelly to hear. Suddenly
Jim noticed that Kelly was thinking about what he had just
said. So, he started to shoot at Kelly and Natalie. Kelly and
Mini had a gun, but Natalie used her martial arts skills. It was
a long fight where all four fought between themselves. After
the fight, Kelly and Natalie were taken to the hospital as they
had bruises.
After an one-hour treatment in the hospital they returned back
to the place where Jim and Mini died during the fight. Kelly
found Jim’s phone. As she picked it up, she saw many contacts
of crime henchmen and heads. She found so many contacts
like Chad, Mini, Reese etc. She had no clue as to who was the
crime head. Natalie suddenly came up with an idea, “Kelly,
why don’t you track the GPS of all numbers? Surely one of
them could turn out to be a number out of the ordinary, and
may be that number will lead you to the crime head.”
“Good Natalie. I think you also have a detective’s brain,” said
Kelly smiling.
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Kelly did as Natalie told her and she found one number which
was named Chad and it was from Dubai. But all the other
numbers were from America. So, Kelly called up Natalie and
shared with her this piece of information. Natalie said, “Good
news! We can fly to Dubai tomorrow. Please book tickets for
me as well, so that we can fight the crime head together and
also tour Dubai.”

“Of course,” said Kelly laughing.
That night Kelly booked the tickets for the morning four am
flight and informed Natalie that they had an early morning
flight to catch. Both of them packed their bags. Kelly also
packed her GPS tracker, in case she needed it. Next morning,
they met at the airport and were soon flying to Dubai. By
midnight, they landed in Dubai.
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The Dubai airport had a resort and so both of them stayed
there for the night. Next day morning they woke up and got
ready. They left the airport with Kelly having her GPS tracker
on. Kelly noticed that the GPS tracker was pointing to an
unusual store which was closed by a shutter. Both of them
went into the store.
Kelly saw an old man who looked quite young for his age.
He was wearing a grey coat and pants with a black tie. He
wore black shoes, was neatly shaved and perfumed himself
with rose perfume. He held a glass with champagne and was
sipping it slowly.
He seemed to enjoy himself. He was discussing something with
his friends. When he saw the shutter open and Kelly coming
in, he was shocked and his past flashed in his mind from the
time he came to Dubai. Kelly was a little girl when he had
abandoned his family and came to Dubai in search of money.
Greed took him to the path of crime. But he never expected
his own daughter to come and arrest him for his crimes.
To Kelly’s surprise, she saw her father planning the next museum
attack! She was shocked to see that her father was the crime
head. She remembered Jim’s last words before he started
shooting -“… He is a Crr…….” Now she understood what Jim
wanted to say about their father, that he was after all the
crime head.
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Suddenly her father started to speak. He said, “Welcome Kelly!
How long has it been since I last saw you? Haven’t you come
here chasing the number of Chad? Let me decode it for you.
CHAD means Crime Head at Dubai. I told Jim that the name
is very easy to decode, so I suggested another. But he didn’t
listen to me and finally got caught by the police.”
Before finishing what he had to say, one henchman behind
him started to shoot. Now, everybody had to fight and luckily
Natalie had a gun. Kelly and Natlie started to shoot. Suddenly
Natalie’s gun slipped out of her hand. So, she used her martial
arts skills. A henchman started to hit Natalie. So, Natalie gave
a punch in his stomach, a kick in the back, a punch in the
nose, all painful.
She tripped him over and gave two brutal punches in his
stomach. Kelly who saw this applauded Natlie saying, “Atta
go girl!” Natlie was happy hearing this.
Kelly also delivered brutal punches and bitter kicks with the
gun in her left hand. After a long fight between Kelly and her
father, he died. Kelly just wanted to arrest her father but he
wanted to die at his own daughters’ hand. After the fight,
Kelly did as Natalie had wished. They toured Dubai. Kelly was
appreciated after she returned to America. Her boss was
impressed by her and said “Kelly, well done at your first case!”
Kelly invited Natalie to her home for a small party and at
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that time, Rose, Kelly’s sister, joined her. Kelly recounted her
adventure in Dubai to her sister. She also told how their father
was the crime head and that she had to fight her own father.
Rose was sad for some time, hearing about her father being
the crime head. All three were happy again. What more to
write? It was a happy ending.

The END
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Hey reader, write your name, age and sign here to see a ghost
behind you!
Name
Age

-

________________________________
________________________________

July 12, 1853
I hate you! I muttered in a voice in which I could be sure that
Henry didn’t hear. I hate you all, I whispered as Henry stuffed
a crumpled-up paper into my shirt. And with a sniff, I ran into
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our little dormitory. That is, if you can call it a dormitory.
Hi, my name is Tom Beards. I’m 8 years old, going to become
9 next week. Don’t worry, I’m not like them. I’m a nice boy. But
everyone thinks I’m the bad one. I’m not as strong as that bully
Henry and his sidekicks, so fighting them back is not an option.
I’m an orphan, with no friends to celebrate with and no one
to wish me. I wish my parents were here. See, life here is very
difficult, going through this every day is torture. Anyway, got
to go. The lunch bell just now rang. Is that correct vocabulary?
Who cares? This is my diary, not the English teacher’s. Anyway,
I have to go. If I’m late, there’s a possibility of me starving
tonight. Bye, bye!
July 13, 1853
Do you think it’s fine for me to write my secrets here? You
are my best and only friend, so I can trust you with my
secrets, right? Alright, our cafeteria runner’s (The guy who
gives food in the cafeteria) name is The Dragon. We call him
that because - 1. We don’t know his name 2. He looks like
he learnt cooking in prison 3. He’s super-strict and scary.

My next secret for you is That was close! I’ll tell you what happened. I was writing
about The Dragon, when suddenly Henry called me a wimp
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to be writing in a diary and that friends like you were meant
for girls. I’ll tell you why he did that. He wanted to see me
writing down all my secrets and tell the entire class what I
was writing. And he started chasing me around the class.
Luckily, the teacher stepped in and saw it and did not want
an explanation. So here I am, in detention and Henry is giving
me icy stares because he is missing the peak bullying time
and so am I. If possible, I would spend my life in detention,
rather than sleep in the same dormitory as Henry. So, back
to where I was - My Secrets. I may have a crush on Holly, the
cutest girl in our class. You promise to keep it a secret, right?
July 14, 1853
Life here is seriously miserable. I would rather die than live
with Henry and his servants. Well, I’m not going to live here
or die. I’m going to run away from here. Anyway, no one here
cares about me. I’m serious. Yeah, don’t believe me! Henry
wrote a stupid love letter to Patty, the fattest and stupidest
girl in our class, in my name! I’m so running away!
July 15, 1853
Hi. Keep quiet. I’m almost out of here. We just have 3 more
hours to daybreak. Yeah, yeah, I should have left at midnight,
but Henry forced me to listen to his story about the scary
ghost. I took a lot of choco-chip cookies that were kept for
the principal’s son. Since I was not stealing, I just left them a
note to show them I am not afraid of them.
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So when I ran into the forest, I could see a glowing light and
I hid behind a tree and I saw a woman who looked kind of
like me and she kept walking and then she vanished! I’m not
making this up! Really, I saw a woman! And along with her was
a girl who looked just like Holly. She did not disappear like the
lady. She kept walking and since I did not know what to do,
I followed her, and she led me to a good lot of food, enough
to last till I die! I tried to thank her but she was gone. If you
didn’t know, I can climb trees like an expert and Henry and all
the others called me a monkey, but Holly liked my talent. See,
she looks only at the positive in everything, which is why I like
her and she was also my friend. I wish she was here with me
and not still stuck there. And now I am going to sleep on the
tree. Talk to you soon!
Oh my god! You will not believe what happened to me! I was
sleeping on the tree and suddenly, I felt my feet being tickled
and when I looked at what was happening, a girl was sitting
there! And not any girl, Holly! She asked me what I was doing
here and she asked me if I know her sister, and I replied that
I do not know if she had a sibling and then she screamed,
“Sally!” and the same vanishing girl who led me to all this
food suddenly appeared and waved me a ‘Hello’ and said
that she knew my mum. I was so happy and asked where she
was and Sally or whatever that ghost’s name was suddenly
sung a poem that went like this-
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Reverse the changes done,
Let her see her son.
His life has been hard,
Let her prayers be heard.
In life he shall shine,
The skill of understanding is mine.
And the woman who I saw first suddenly appeared and I
asked, “Nice song, but where is my mum?” “Don’t you see?
She’s in front of you,” she replied. “Hello, son,” said the lady in
a sweet, yet creepy voice, sending chills down my spine.
July 16, 1863
I’m sorry I didn’t finish yesterday. I just felt really sleepy. So,
like I was saying yesterday, that lady just said, “Hello, son.”
And I thought, ‘my mom’s a ghost?’ And like she had read my
thoughts, she looked into my eyes and said, “I am not like the
evil spirit Henry was talking about.” I asked her, “How are you
a spirit? Where’s dad? What’s the name of the creepy girl who
Holly is calling a sister? What’s -”
Before I could continue, she shushed me. “Shoosh!” she said.
“I will explain a bit, some bits you have to figure out on your
own.”
“Alright,” I replied.
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Mom continued, “Your dad and I both studied in the same
orphanage and just like you, when we became adults, we ran
away together. We both got jobs in a shop. And soon, with
the blessings of the local priest, we got married. And once
you were born, I got sick. Real sick. And before we knew it,
I died. I had an option of going to heaven or roaming round
Earth as a powerless spirit. I knew this day would come, so I
chose to be a powerless spirit. And after my death, your dad
abandoned you and became a pirate.”
I asked mom who the creepy spirit was again. The spirit herself
replied, “Hi. My name is Sally. I’m Holly’s sister. I died after I
accidentally drowned in the sea. I met your mom’s spirit, she’s
such a nice lady! We will pop up at random moments to help
you and Holly in case you both get in trouble. All the best.”
And then I noticed Holly also carrying a heavy bag with her
and I realized she is doing what I’m doing. Holly told me that
all the years we spent in the orphanage, mom and Sally were
watching us. And Sally told Holly what I was doing when she
saw me writing in my diary and she quickly packed because
she said she wanted to come with me. And for the same
reasons. “So, is everything settled?” Holly asked with a yawn.
She sounded sleepy. “Yeah,” I replied, stunned by what I just
saw. So, Holly and I went to sleep on the tree trunk.
This morning we woke up very early, ate some things from the
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big pile of food I discovered yesterday and started trekking.
But I was tired from yesterday and Holly kept screaming into
my ear and tickling me! She told me that officials may come
searching for us! So, we began trekking and suddenly I felt
my big toe bleed. And when I looked at what hit me, I saw a
compass. Holly helped bandage my toe and I picked up the
compass which had a crumpled-up paper in it. I’ll take it with
me for safekeeping and I’ll stick the note here. We’ll eat a few
cookies and blueberries in my backpack.
I’ll tell you what was in that note The luck hidden in this is unknown
Keep this compass, it brings good luck
Only the destined one will find this
Follow the directions into a new life
If you misuse this you will regret
And the fact you saw this you will wish to forget.
And then suddenly, Sally and mom appeared in front of us,
frightening me. Sally told me she wanted to see the note
and when I held it up, mom gasped. And then they started
whispering and then mom told me to follow wherever the
compass points. And I asked them who is Maximillian, mom
told me it is one of the things I have to find out on my own.
And I asked her why she wouldn’t tell me, she actually gave
me a ‘don’t-think-you-are-getting-away-with-that-mister’
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look. And then she disappeared.
So first it pointed right and after a long time it pointed left.
Before turning away, we heard a rumbling sound. Was a storm
coming? But the sky seemed clear and then we noticed the
storm coming from our stomachs! How embarrassing! And
suddenly the compass pointed straight and we could hear
mom tell us to follow it and with no other choice, we followed
it. And it led us back towards the city. We felt nervous as there
were missing posters all around with our faces in it.
Oh. My. God.
There were pictures and descriptions of us and the compass
was pointing straight! What to do? What to do? What to do?
And there was one of Holly too! We had only two options:
1) Starve to death to avoid being caught. 2) Go out in the
public and risk being caught.
Sally came. Will tell you if I’m going to starve or get caught!
(Soon!)
Four minutes later...
Wow. We are so not going to walk there without getting
caught! Soon, there will be a poster in the newspaper:
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Dead Children Found in Wilderness
Two days ago, the dead bodies of two children who were
reported lost were found dead in the wilderness. The bodies
looked malnourished, leading officials to believe that the
children could have died from starvation. And blah-blahblah…
Sally and mom are thinking about something. I asked them when
they would come up with something. Sally gave me an annoyed
look and mom gave a ‘show-some-respect-or-you’re-deadand-just-so-that-you-know-she’s-elder-than-you’ look. I said
sorry and Sally’s sweet smile replaced her grouch, angry face.
Two Hours later...
Sally helped us (Thank You Sally). She just waved her arm
around our faces and then I heard Holly yelp. When I looked
at Holly, it wasn’t Holly, there was some stupid-looking, ugly
girl in her place and I jumped back, yelping. And then that girl
asked me who I was and I said, “Hi, my name is T-Brad.”
Then Sally told me that the creepy girl was Holly and Holly
(creepy girl) looked at me and asked, “Tom?” And I understood
it and so did she. And suddenly, I felt a wad of cash in my hand
and I knew it was Sally. “Thanks, Sally,” I said and we went to
a nearby store and bought some food and ate like wolves.
Anyone in the shopkeeper’s place would have looked at us
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with disgust and chased us away but this lady was a friendly
woman and she just chuckled and said,” You guys are hungry,
aren’t you?” And Holly nodded in between mouthfuls. She
asked,” Where do you live?” We exchanged nervous glances.
Suddenly she stood up with a serious face and walked into
her shop. And suddenly we heard mom telling us to follow
her. With no choice left, we snuck into the storeroom. We saw
that she was talking to no one in particular. We were standing
near the door and she just couldn’t see us. “Max, did you give
the compass to these kids? I tell you - I saw the boy holding
it.” And suddenly a male voice replied out of nowhere, “Yes,
Martha, and the boy’s behind you. She suddenly pulled out
a knife and turned around. “Who’s there? Oh, you.” Suddenly
mom and Sally appeared and went to her. And then we spent
the next two hours explaining the whole situation to her and I
asked who ‘Max’ was.
She just pointed to the empty wall. Even though we could
catch small glimpses of him, he kept fading away. And then
the girl introduced herself as Martha - ‘I take care of ghosts
and unwanted spirits.’ Whatever that means. Then she handed
us a big bag of supplies and told us to take care.
July 19, 1863
(I’m sorry I did not write yesterday) Wow! You will not believe
what happened yesterday! We kept following the compass
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directions and we got led into a beach and no one was there.
No surprise. It was midnight. And we saw a ship. The compass
pointed straight, towards the ship. With no choice left, we
went in. We hid in an old room, in a clean spot.
Two hours later Holly suggested seeing what was going on
as we suddenly felt a jerk. But my leg fell asleep! However
much we tried, my stubborn leg wouldn’t move. Then a person
entered and he looked like the last time he bathed was three
years ago. He had some weird-looking cloth tied around his
head and a glass bottle in his hand and when he saw us,
he went, “Ahhhhhhhhh!” and soon we were on the deck of
the ship, waiting for punishment for trespassing into their rum
sock room.
The captain on board was Blackbeard and the guy we saw
was Jack Sparrow and…….. where was mom? She is never here
when I need her. So, first Jack suggested making us walk the
plank. A guy came running and the guy looked like a zombie
and he said that they needed the ship cleaned. Blackbeard
thought for some time and then he told us, ‘If you want to live,
you have to do some work.’ So three long, dull hours later,
we finished and I could tell that he was impressed. He asked
us our name and this time, he had a kind, caring voice. And
when I told my name, he just blinked five times and he passed
out. Literally. And Jack accused me of killing the captain and
when the guy woke up, he kept apologizing for treating me
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badly and then he told me I was his son. What!? I’m a pirate’s
son! Does that mean he was mom’s …… husband?! Now it
makes sense! The compass did lead to my dad and that was
what I wanted and mom was right! Sometimes things are not
what they look like! Anyway, it looks like I’m on your last piece
of paper.
Mom would not let me introduce her to dad and dad
adopted Holly and now we are siblings! I will miss
talking to you and I drew something for you too! Bye!

The END
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All the dolphins were called near the gigantic rock. King Willy,
the Royal King of the Dolphins, often called the dolphins there,
to make an important announcement or to conduct a special
ceremony. King Willy sat on his marvellous throne studded with
gems, pearls and beautiful white seashells. The entire pod
gathered there and were curious to know the announcement
of their king.
Willy crowned Wawa, the twenty-three-year-old dashing and
spectacular dolphin as the new KING. There was a big party,
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all the marine creatures were invited… It was the best party
ever! There was singing and dancing, cake and a variety of
fish like squid, shrimps and jelly fish, and fantastic fireworks.
Willy said, “My dear son, I am proud to crown you the king,
but always remember that you need to take good care of
your pod and make them feel happy. Only then will you be
considered as a worthy king.’’

Wawa was known and adored by everyone because of his
unique features. He had a pink fin, blue twinkling eyes, a long
nose and a naughty smile. Wawa was a playful and bubbly
dolphin, always jumping in glee. He was friendly but did not
share his feelings and secrets easily. He loved and cared for
his friends. He also had a human friend named Jake, a deadly
pirate. Wawa was the best gymnast, and his silly and funny
dances were very popular amongst all the marine creatures.
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He was very generous and had a heart of gold. His only fear
was getting entrapped in the slimy tentacles of an octopus.

Wawa lived with his pod very happily. One sunny morning
Wawa went with his pod to play. They blew bubble rings with
water, flipped in and out of the water and had a gala time.
Then suddenly, eleven octopuses came to attack the pod. All
the dolphins swam as fast as they could, but one of the biggest
and angriest octopus with his long tentacles entrapped Wawa.
Wawa because of his fear, could not do much, but all the
other dolphins together rescued their king. Wawa was very
pleased with the dolphins and he swam as fast as lightning
to save his life.
He reached a ship and was resting there. He thought that the
ship would be a safe place to hide, but as soon as he entered
the ship, it sailed fast, even before any of the other dolphins
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could keep track of the ship. In the ship, the SeaWorld crew
came and were astonished to see a dolphin with a pink fin on
board. One of them got a brilliant idea and said to the others,
“We should keep him and take him to our shows, and we will
earn tons of money.”
Wawa was feeling very lonely and petrified. The dolphin
pod was very worried about their king and were frantically
searching for him. Then King Willy told all the other dolphins,
“Whoever finds my son shall get a huge reward.” Then all the
other dolphins went to search for their king. After some time,
they returned and said, “We are really sorry, our King Wawa
seems to be lost. Then King Willy was shocked to hear this
news and he died of a massive heart attack.
Everyone was in grief and mourning. But they did not waste
time and had to first find their King Wawa. So, they all gathered
near the gigantic rock to think of a plan. One of them thought
very hard, and he remembered about Jake, their king’s friend.
Elsewhere, the ship docked at SeaWorld. Wawa was taken in
a huge net into the SeaWorld premises and he was placed in
a huge pool of ice-cold water.
A month passed by, but no one could trace Wawa or Jake. One
afternoon Jake came to the Dolphin Kingdom to congratulate
Wawa. Then he got the news of King Willy and he learnt that
his friend was missing.
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Meanwhile in SeaWorld they were training Wawa, but poor
Wawa was only remembering his friends and family. At
SeaWorld, everyone was impressed with Wawa’s gymnastic
skills. He could jump the highest, he could do two flips at a time
in mid-air and his belly dance would make everyone laugh.
He was getting trained for his first show with a live audience.
But Wawa was sad as he was remembering the bubble rings
he made with his friends. In a week’s time, Wawa was ready for
his first show. Posters were put up all over the city and outside
SeaWorld. The Pink Fin Dolphin show – first time in the history
of SeaWorld, a unique dolphin will perform outstanding tricks.
The tickets to Wawa’s show were all sold out. Finally, the day
arrived, Wawa was nervous and excited about his first show
as he had never performed earlier. There was a huge queue,
everyone rushed inside to grab the front seats. The show was
spectacular. There were loud claps, cheering and children
were shouting – ‘once more, once more’.
A few lucky children got to click photos with Wawa and his
pink fin. Now seeing the excited kids, Wawa was feeling a
little better, but still longed to go home and meet his friends
and family.
In the Dolphin Kingdom, Jake and the dolphins were planning
hard. Jake being a pirate had strong connections and contacts
with everyone in and around the sea. Now it was high time,
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and everyone was worried about Wawa being lost for about
two to three months.
At SeaWorld, there was a bigger show. Wawa was practicing
very hard for it.
A week passed by. Jake found out through his sources that
Wawa had been taken towards SeaWorld. He immediately
joined the dots and knew what had happened. Jake gathered
his gang, and just a night before the mega show he reached
SeaWorld. He silently broke into SeaWorld while everyone was
asleep and managed to find Wawa in his pool.
Wawa was thinking about his kingdom and all the dolphins
while he was blowing small bubble rings. As soon as Jake
came close, he was super excited and started flapping his
fins. He understood that Jake was his true friend and had
come to rescue him. Jake slowly went out with pin drop silence
and called the gang. In a huge net they all held Wawa and
took him to the ship. But Wawa was not pleased at sneaking
out and wanted Jake to inform the SeaWorld authorities. Jake
removed his map and, on the back of it, left a note for them.
He explained Wawa’s story and informed them about King
Willy and that he was rescuing the King of the Dolphins, who
was also his great friend Wawa - to be with his friends, family
and the entire pod.
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Wawa was excited to meet his family but had mixed feelings
because he left SeaWorld without meeting his trainers. As
soon as they reached the kingdom, Wawa dived out of the
ship and jumped into the air and took two flips and marked
his arrival into the kingdom. All the dolphins knew that Wawa
had reached home safe, even without meeting him. They were
so happy and identified Wawa’s flip as soon as they saw it.
Wawa met everyone but was anxious to meet his father. He
then learnt about his father’s death and was extremely sad.
Then he remembered he was now the brave king and he must
support and take care of the entire kingdom.
The people at SeaWorld also understood that how they liked
their family, in the same manner, even animals liked their family.
So, from then onwards SeaWorld only took abandoned
and orphan animals for their shows. The pod had a great
celebration upon Wawa’s return. The pod performed a dance
and made a big circle. In the centre was Jake. They all danced
for Wawa while he was sitting on his marvellous throne. Then
suddenly Wawa got up and did his funny belly dance. Everyone
had a loud, hearty laugh.

The END
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